
Residential Schools for Social Work Students Factsheet 

 

What is a residential school? 

In social work, a residential school involves online (distance) students coming onto campus 
for face-to-face teaching. The students attend lectures and workshops to practise and 
develop their skills. Each residential school is structured to provide a mix of lectures, 
tutorials and workshops. Residential schools are facilitated by the academic subject 
coordinator(s) along with other CSU academic staff, contract staff and selected social work 
practitioners as guest lecturers. 

It is an ideal opportunity to meet lecturers and fellow student colleagues in person, develop 
networks, enhance your learning experience, and develop your professional identity.  

For further general information about residential schools at CSU visit: 

http://futurestudents.csu.edu.au/csu-online/residential-schools 

 

What are the attendance requirements for the social work residential schools? 

All students studying social work in accredited social work degrees at Australian universities 
must meet Australian Association of Social Work (AASW) accreditation requirements 
relating to on-campus class attendance. 

All universities offering qualifying social work degrees via online (distance) education must 
run compulsory 5-day residential school programs (minimum duration – 35 hours) as part 
of the AASW accreditation requirements. The program generally begins on a Monday 
morning and finishes on Friday, depending on public holidays. Your subject coordinator will 
confirm exact times once the program is finalised, in the lead up to the residential school. 

At CSU, our residential schools are also compulsory subject requirements, meaning, you 
must complete each Social Work Theory and Practice residential school program along with 
assessment items, in order to be graded a pass (or above) in each subject. 

 

How many social work residential schools are there? 

There are four residential schools in the social work program. The subject codes for these 
subjects are: 

• HCS200/507 – Social Work Theory and Practice I 
• HCS202/508 – Social Work Theory and Practice II 
• HCS300/509 – Social Work Theory and Practice III 
• HCS400/511 – Social Work Theory and Practice IV 

 

http://futurestudents.csu.edu.au/csu-online/residential-schools


When do the social work residential schools occur? 

HCS200/507  Session one, week one of the mid-session break 

HCS202/508  Session two, week one of the mid-session break 

HCS300/509  Session one, week two of the mid-session break 

HCS400/511  Session two, week two of the mid-session break 

 

To confirm dates, refer to the CSU Calendar (Principal dates): 
http://www.csu.edu.au/about/important-dates  

 

How many other students are likely to be at my residential school? 

Usually there are anywhere between 80–150 social work students at a residential school - 
approximately 50% will be undergraduates in the Bachelor of Social Work, 50% will be in the 
Master of Social Work (Professional Qualifying - MSW PQ). Whether you're 
an undergraduate or postgraduate student, you are enrolled in a foundation subject 
designed to meet accreditation requirements of the AASW.  As such most of the lectures 
and orientation sessions are offered to the whole group, while workshops and tutorials are 
offered to separate groups of BSW and MSW (PQ) students.  

There will also be a significant number of online/distance education students from other 
courses on-campus for residential schools.    

 

When will the subject coordinators release the program? 

Subject coordinators release the final program in the weeks before the residential school. 
Unless otherwise directed, your subject coordinator will be available to answer questions 
about your subject, including residential schools from 3 business days before the start of the 
academic session, as per the student communication policy: 
https://policy.csu.edu.au/view.current.php?id=00139  

 

Can I be exempted from attending a residential school? 

You cannot be exempted from attending a residential school. If you experience an 
emergency which prevents you from attending, you can apply for special consideration, and 
attend the residential school the next year. You will need to fill out a special consideration 
(Grade Pending) form.  

 

 

http://www.csu.edu.au/about/important-dates
https://policy.csu.edu.au/view.current.php?id=00139


Where do the social work residential schools take place? 

All social work residential schools are held on the CSU Wagga Wagga campus, NSW. 

Wagga Wagga is an inland regional city in the state of New South Wales, with a population 
of approximately 60,000 people. It is located roughly half way between Sydney and 
Melbourne. 

For more information see: 

Tourist information: http://www.waggawaggaaustralia.com.au/ 

Local government website: http://www.wagga.nsw.gov.au/ 

 

How far is the Wagga Wagga airport from the CSU main campus? 

Approximately 18 km. 

 

Where is Wagga's CBD in relation to campus? 

The CBD is approximately 7km from the main campus. 

 

How do I book accommodation? 

Academic staff can address questions related to the subject and academic program.  

Direct any queries about accommodation, travel, help with costs, etc. to Student Central. 
These links will also be of assistance:  

For future students: http://futurestudents.csu.edu.au/csu-online/residential-schools 

Enrolled students: http://student.csu.edu.au/study/residential-school  

 

http://www.waggawaggaaustralia.com.au/
http://www.wagga.nsw.gov.au/
http://student.csu.edu.au/study/residential-school
http://futurestudents.csu.edu.au/csu-online/residential-schools

