
         
ILWS advisory board member, Vic Keighery who is currently Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Community Cultural Development NSW says: “The arts are 
natural tools to bring about social change and cultural engagement. I’ve 
been delighted by the response of the Institute to the potential for integra-
tion. “ Read more on page 6. 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
By Institute director Prof Max Finlayson 
 
So far this year I have encountered a num-
ber of opportunities in my role as Director of 
ILWS and as Strategic Professor of Ecology 
and Biodiversity.  
 
In addition to learning about the ILWS and its 
members I have been looking at my own re-
search interests based on past and continuing 
projects and potential new projects with col-
leagues from ILWS and other institutions. A major 
effort has focussed on completing those projects 
that came with me from my job at the Interna-
tional Water Management Institute (IWMI) - taking 
them through to publication and ensuring the out-
comes will have real world impact.  
  
The focus of these projects has been on poverty 
reduction through improved agricultural manage-
ment in southern African wetlands.  By itself, eco-
logical research would not have had an impact 
but by combining with other disciplines it has 
been possible to provide a wider consideration of 
the value of the wetlands and how these wider 
values can be balanced or traded-off as real-life 
poverty and health considerations are taken into 
account. This process has been assisted by 
adoption of the Ramsar Wetlands Convention 
concept of ecological character, which now in-
cludes “ecosystem services”. The implications of 
this change are likely to be profound, with one 
being the opening of more opportunities to link 
ecological concepts with agriculture 
and economic sciences. There is a bit more work 
still to do on the analyses and working through 
the outcomes before our papers are produced.  
 
The question of publication also raises an inter-
esting discussion - should we opt for higher im-
pact international journals or the generally more 
accessible but lower impact local journals? The 
IWMI team will be discussing this when it 
meets in Pretoria. The project involves wetland 
sites in 8 southern African countries, with the 
common feature being they are variously used for 
agriculture or affected by agricultural practices, as 
are approx 80% of all wetlands currently desig-
nated as internationally important.  (cont page 2) 

OPINION 
By Institute advisory board member  Dr Wendy 
Craik 

There has probably never 
been a time in which women 
have played such leadership 
role in water in Australia as 
now. 
 
Women are in water related 
Ministerial roles in the federal 
and a number of state govern-
ments, as well as in senior ex-
ecutive management positions 

in at least five governments.  Several women hold 
key positions in irrigation organisations.  As well 
women are strongly represented in the commu-
nity water sector.  As few of these women have 
engineering backgrounds they may well bring a 
different perspective to the resolution of water 
issues. It is also worth observing that increasing 
government attention to water for environmental 
principles has coincided with an increasing num-
ber of women in senior water management roles.  
It may be that this greater representation of 
women brings a perspective to these issues that 
more accurately reflects the views of the commu-
nity.  If so this is to be welcomed.  
 
This increasing gender equity in water comes at a 
time when our river and urban water systems are 
stretched beyond their ability to cope, as a conse-
quence of both climatic changes and our very 
human optimism about our impact on natural re-
sources and the systems we put in place to man-
age our use. In my view the diversity of ap-
proaches and backgrounds which are being 
brought to bear on complex water problems can 
only be positive.  Given the economic, environ-
mental and social dimensions underlying the is-
sues the solutions are also likely to benefit from 
multidisciplinary attention. 
 
The challenge for the future is the magnitude of 
the likely adjustment process. The apparently 
changed climate conditions and changing man-
agement both place extraordinary stress on com-
munities, irrigators and the environment.  It is 
hard to see how there will not be an acceleration 
of the change occurring in water dependent com-
munities.  (cont page 2) 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR (cont.)  
 
Some of my other activities have included work on a report for the 
Ramsar Convention on wetlands and human health and well-
being.  The writing team is again a mix of nationalities and scientific 
disciplines, and includes input from the World Health Organisation.  
This augers well for further attention to the complex interactions 
between people and ecosystems. One outcome from the report will 
be a formal resolution on this topic being tabled at the triennial 
meeting of the Convention later in 2008. Other papers on the wise 
use of wetlands and a report on vulnerability assessment of wet-
lands are also close to completion. One paper that was recently 
accepted provides an update of a long-term strategic program to 
consider coastal change in northern Australia. It could provide one 
model for undertaking integrated research.    
  
Closer to the Murray-Darling Basin I have been looking at how simi-
lar research could be developed and linked across the many exist-
ing projects being undertaken by colleagues within CSU and other 
institutions. This, perhaps oddly, led me to China as part of an 
AusAID program to develop a project incorporating dialogue and 
exchange on water and wetland management. The draft proposal 
has been submitted after much effort by Shaun Meredith from the 
Murray Darling Freshwater Research Centre in Wodonga.  
 
At the same time George Lukacs from James Cook University and I 
have been working with the Federal environmental agency 
(DEWHA) to provide advice on managing Australia's Ramsar sites. 
We have looked at management issues at the Coorong in SA and 
the Macquarie Marshes in NSW. The state of these iconic sites 
suggests we need further research as well as application of innova-
tive management that can incorporate multiple uses, pressures and 
responses. In some respect this is not that far removed from the 
conceptual base we were working under in the African wet-
lands. We also need greater communication between sectors.   
 
Recently I had the opportunity to present a plenary talk on 
'glocalisation' at the 2nd International Salinity Conference in Ade-
laide. (I had never heard of glocalisation.) In this talk I focussed on 
how local people are too often disconnected from the big processes 
that impact on their lives, e.g. through globalisation, and yet these 
are promoted as being of benefit to them. My interest in go-
ing was to be able to interact with experts from the farming and 
water sectors, as well as others, and see what they thought was 
important in the mid-MDB - an area where we have been asked by 
our Advisory Board to direct more attention.  
 
Most recently was a trip to Valdivia, Chile to join a research team 
looking at the demise of  submerged plants in an important wetland. 
The hypothesis being proposed was based on an analysis of local 
climate events as a possible alternative to pollution from an up-
stream pulp mill; the latter was widely seen as the culprit and any 
alternate hypothesis was likely to be contentious.  
  
In addition to supporting my own research portfolio I have been 
looking at various ILWS-related submissions with ongoing talks with 
IC WATER and the Graham Centre. These should become part of a 
regular process when considering larger or strategically important 
submissions from CSU. As some may expect these include climate 
change topics. Getting to meet representatives from various agen-
cies, catchment boards and NGOs is also taking some time. I have 
also been looking at the possibility of developing formal links with 
one or other international centres, as required under our research 
development plan. I have now been in discussion with centres in 
China, Botswana, Panama and the USA. The University of Santi-
ago is also keen on further east-west links as against the more nor-
mal north-south links.   
 

OPINION (cont.) 
Let us hope in the future that people from different backgrounds will 
be involved in making the decisions about how to use and distribute 
water.  While our history is impressive we are at a point at which 
change in our management arrangements is inescapable if the river 

environment and communities are to have reliable futures.  The 
views of women need to be a part of that. 
 

ILWS RESEARCH IMPACTS 
WATER PLANNING PROCESSES 
 
As the recent drought has brought home to many, water is vital for 
our environment, our economy and our very lives. Never before has 
the need for effective water planning been more starkly obvious. 
Recognising that nationally consistent water planning is central to 
dealing with the challenges of stressed systems, the National Water 
Commission has released a major report on recent water planning 
processes in the interest of sharing these experiences more widely 
to advance water planning in Australia. The report draws signifi-
cantly on ILWS social researcher Jonathon Howard’s work on the 
water reform processes used in N.S.W. 
  
The Waterlines paper: Water Planning Processes and Lessons 
Learned is an analysis of current practice and lessons learned in 
water planning. The report is intended to initiate sharing of experi-
ences between water planners. It is also intended to be a catalyst 
for further research and for development of improved approaches 
and for improvement in water-planning practices nationally. A key 
finding of the report states that we have still to come to grips with 
what ecological sustainability means and how to achieve it in a fair 
and equitable way.   
  
Perceived equity in trade-offs can be critical to the success of  wa-
ter planning.  Jonathon’s research on fairness (www.csu.edu.au/
research/ilws/5ASM%20Proceedings%20for%20website/
Howard_Jonathon_157.pdf) was used to inform the waterlines re-
port and come up with recommendations about future practice.  It 
states significant unaddressed concerns of  particular stakeholder 
groups are likely to result in changes to plans because 
groups  continue to use all the political and legal processes of our 
society to have their concerns addressed. As such it states that 
further exploration of approaches to achieving distributional equity 
in water planning is of vital importance if there is to be ongoing im-
provement in the management of this most critical area for the na-
tion’s future. 
 

POSTGRADUATES  
 

PROFILE: PATTY 
PLEASE 
 
A diverse background in 
hydrogeology and psycho-
therapy has dovetailed into a 
PhD for Charles Sturt Univer-
sity student Patty Please 
who is researching the emo-
tional world of scientists and 
practitioners working on Aus-
tralia’s dryland salinity prob-
lem. 
 
Patty describes her project 

“Aspects of Self in Dryland Salinity Science”, which has been 
funded by the  Future Farm Industries CRC  as “a snapshot of the 
subjective and emotional world of those who are working to rectify 
the environmental scourge of dryland salinity.” Patty, who expects 
to submit her thesis in July, is supervised by CSU’s A/Prof Ian Gray 
and Tony Dunn. “The emotional dimension of a scientist’s mind is 
typically taken for granted or ignored when in fact it has an enor-
mous effect on the work process and interpersonal interactions,”  
says Patty.  
 
There is a growing body of scientific evidence that argues our emo-
tional world affects our decision making.  Daniel Goleman, in his 
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book Emotional Intelligence - Why it Can Matter More than IQ 
(Goleman 1995), writes about bringing cognisance to the realm of 
feeling, intelligence to emotion, and sees this as an ability to know 
one’s emotions, manage emotions, motivate oneself, recognise 
emotions in others, and handle relationships. Patty says this de-
scription goes part of the way to explaining what she is attempting 
to discover in relation to scientists and other practitioners working 
on dryland salinity.  
 
Patty was born in the UK, spent her early childhood in Washington 
DC and returned to the UK for her high schooling, university and 
early career. After completing a Masters in Hydrogeology at the 
University College in London, Patty worked as a Petroleum Explo-
ration Geologist for Shell UK before migrating to Australia in 1988.  
She worked as hydrogeologist for Geoscience Australia for 8 years 
and later as a self-employed hydrogeologist.  Needing a career 
change, she completed a Diploma in Adult Psychotherapy and ran 
a private practice in psychotherapy in Canberra for several years.  
She sees her current PhD studies as a perfect blend of both ca-
reers.  
 
During her years working as a hydrogeologist, Patty became aware 
of and interested in interpersonal dynamics between scientists 
working on the issue of dryland salinity. She noticed there were 
some things not spoken about and that misunderstandings and 
arguments which on the surface appeared to be about science 
were possibly related to deeper psychological/emotional factors. 
She says she came to the assumption that the psychological world 
of scientists was not well understood or articulated and that “human 
and cultural elements can be rendered irrelevant in that world, 
when they are actually very important.” Patty says her clinical train-
ing in psychotherapy emphasised the need to help people become 
aware of their feeling or ‘emotional world’ and to assimilate that with 
their cognitive or ‘thinking world’.  “The aim is to better integrate the 
two to create a more holistic life, so that parts of lived experience 
are not dulled or lost,” she says.  
 
In the data collection phase of her research Patty interviewed land-
holders, natural resources managers and agricultural extension 
officers from the Wimmera region in Victoria as well as scientists 
working in a variety of disciplines related to dryland salinity across 
Australia. “Science can seem quite dry to some people from the 
outside.  But when you hear the detail of the research participants’ 
subjective experience, of how engaged and passionate they are 
with this issue and how they dedicate their whole lives to studying 
and caring for the environment, the world of dryland salinity science 
comes alive,” she says.  - Kate Roberts 
 

PHD NEWS 
 
Congratulations to third year PhD student Emily Mendham who 
was awarded a highly competitive Wentworth Group Scholarship 
2008. The scholarship, seen as a means to help bridge the gap 
between science and public policy, offers post-graduate students 
the support of a mentor from within the Wentworth Group of Con-
cerned Scientists. Emily's research project is "Trends in rural prop-
erty turnover: implications for natural resource management" with 
supervisors Prof Allan Curtis, Dr Joanne Millar and Dr Rachel 
O’Brien. “As the area I want to work in is public policy and decision 
making, this scholarship provides a wonderful opportunity in helping 
me achieve that goal,” says Emily. “It is also recognition of the 
value of and need for social research.” Emily’s mentor is A/Prof 
Leith Boully. 
 
Sonia Graham (supervisors A/Prof Ian Gray and Dr Clive Spash 
from CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems) is one of two university stu-
dents in Australia to be awarded a three year $15 000 AW Howard 
Memorial Research Fellowship. The fellowship will be used to as-
sist Sonia with her research on serrated tussock. Sonia’s study 
looks at the ways farmers and State and local governments work 
together to control the weed.   
 
Elisa Tack is keeping very busy with her part-time job as a Catch-
ment Officer (Biodiversity) for the Murray CMA (Albury) and writing 
up her PhD. She is in the  4th year of her PhD on ‘Conservation of 

Bush stone-curlews in agricultural landscapes’ with supervisors A/ 
Prof Gary Luck and A/Prof David Watson and is hoping to submit in 
August.  Elisa is currently running the Southern Corroboree Frog 
conservation program for the CMA. This program is a partnership 
with NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change, Envi-
ronment ACT and the Amphibian Research Centre and will include 
television and radio advertising, extensive media coverage and a 
school and community education campaign.  Elisa’s role at the 
CMA also includes supporting other CMA biodiversity projects in-
cluding the Nest Egg program for ground-nesting birds, develop-
ment of squirrel glider conservation guidelines and Bush stone-
curlew distribution mapping.  
 
Welcome to our new PhD and Masters students: 
Anna Lukasiewicz (supervised by Dr Penny Davidson, Prof Kath 
Bowmer, and CSIROs Dr Geoff Syme). Anna is the recipient of an 
ILWS integration scholarship and will be working in the area of so-
cial justice and water access. 
 
Jane Roots (supervisors Dr Joanne Millar and Dr Rik Thwaites)  
will start her PhD in June with a study on “Integrating community 
and landscape values for planning multifunctional rural land-
scapes.” Jane’s research will focus on Indigo Shire where she will 
work closely with planners, councillors and community groups.  
 
Sonny Domingo (supervisors Prof Kevin Parton and Dr John 
Mullen) who is working on the economics of innovations in regional 
fruit production and marketing in the Philippines. 
 
Justine Sampson (supervisors Prof Kevin Parton and Dr Claus 
Deblitz, Director of the Asian Agribusiness Research Centre) is 
working on a comparison between corporate and family farms in 
Australia in terms of their operational and strategic management, 
and financing. 
 
New masters student Neil Ward (supervised by Dr Rik Thwaites, 
Prof Allan Curtis and Dr Jim Birckhead) is looking at the implica-
tions of Use and Occupancy mapping (a cultural mapping proce-
dure from Canada) for government agency staff and non-
Indigenous people engaged in land management and their re-
sponse to the process. Neil who is currently manager, The Living 
Murray Indigenous Partnerships Project  with Murray Darling Basin 
Commission has introduced this procedure to the discussion of land 
use within the Murray-Darling Basin. 
 

IN THE NEWS 
 
Again it has been another busy time for members media-wise with 
some 12 media hits including: 
 
SCIENCE ALERT 
A number of Institute researchers are expressing their opinions via 
the on-line ScienceAlert web page. They include: 
• Prof Max Finlayson, whose views on ecosystem and human 

health titled ‘Facing up to irreversible ecosystem change” 
appeared in ScienceAlert on March 11  

• A/Prof David Watson and his views “Economics, epidemics 
and extinction” on society’s role in dealing with environ-
mental problems,  made for interesting reading on March 20 

• A/Prof Gary Luck's interesting opinion piece "Conserving 
backyard biodiversity" featured on April 14   

 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND HEALTH 
Prof Kevin Parton’s study on health effects caused by climate 
change featured in South Africa’s Financial Mail on Feb 29  and in 
The Land, April 10. Prof Parton also commented on  Dubbo’s se-
vere thunderstorm in the Daily Liberal on Feb 1 and again on March 
14. 
 
Full details of In the News are now on the Institute’s web site at  
http://www.csu.edu.au/research/ilws/news/inthenews2-
2008.htm 
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ADJUNCTS 
DR ROD GRIFFITH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Rod Griffith with partner Sandy (centre) and two other Landrover club 
members on the floor of Wolf Creek Crater in the Tanami desert between 
Balgo and Halls Creek in WA taken early in the morning on his recent trip to 
the Kimberleys. 
 
ILWS adjunct research fellow Dr Rod Griffith, who began his 
working life as an ecologist but has had a very varied career, 
has decided to “get back to his roots.” 
 
“I decided earlier on in life that if I was interested in sustainability it 
wasn’t really useful working entirely on plants and animals and I 
had to start working with changing people and activities,” says Rod, 
57, whose career includes three years with the Murray Darling Ba-
sin Commission (2002-2005) as manager of its Integrated Catch-
ment Management section. One thing led to another but always 
pursuing the idea of the relationship between humans and their 
environment, a human or social ecology if you like. More recently I 
felt I was getting pigeon-holed as a social researcher and wanted to 
go back to my roots to a large extent but not to forget we are work-
ing in interdependent systems which are why I’ve started to pick up 
new research on social ecological systems.” 
 
These days Rod, as well as being an Institute adjunct, runs his own 
consultancy company, Rod Griffith & Associates, from his home in 
Canberra and is a visiting fellow with the Centre for Integrated 
Catchment and Management (iCAM) with ANU’s Fenner School of 
Environment and Society.  “I’m still interested in the big change 
agendas but these days I’m more interested in attention between 
transformation and transaction,” says Rod. “And as climate change 
becomes more widely accepted, more and more I’m interested in 
the idea of transformation and what that means.  I haven’t given up 
my interest in governance but it has moved very much towards 
adaptive governance, governance that contains strong feedback 
loops to decision makers.” To this end Rod is currently pursuing a 
large multi-disciplinary project on transformation in social ecological 
systems and one on developing an integrated framework for state 
of the environment reporting. 
 
Rod, who grew up on a farm near Orange, did his Bachelor of Sci-
ence (geography, zoology and botany) and his Honors (looking at 
the biology of the Greater Glider) at the University of New England 
through a NSW National Parks & Wildlife traineeship. After complet-
ing his degree he was posted to Fitzroy Falls on the NSW South 
Coast and covered a huge area from Wollongong to Bega along the 
coast and inland to Nimmitabel, Yass and Mossvale. Rod, who 
worked for Parks until1984, was engaged in a variety of ranger type 
duties but mostly he was the regional naturalist, advising park man-
agement on nature conservation, biology and ecology. Some of the 
projects he worked on were vegetation mapping, fire mapping 
(modelling, planning and suppression), park management planning, 
and new reservation proposals. He then worked in the building in-
dustry for three years before 10 years with the Shoalhaven City 
Council as its senior rural and environmental planner.  

His work included developing rural and urban planning schemes, 
preferred futures planning, and environmental policies and strate-
gies. After 25 years at Milton near Mollymook (where he raised a 
family, ran a 60ha beef stud and rebuilt an historic home) Rod left 
the NSW South Coast to live in Canberra and take up the offer to 
do a PhD at the University of Western Sydney with Prof Valerie 
Brown, on a scholarship from the CRC for Waste Management and 
Pollution Control. 
 
His thesis, published in 2002, was titled ‘How shall we live? The 
sustainability agenda and institutional change in local governance 
in Australia’. For his PhD, Rod worked with nine local governments 
around Australia looking at how they translated, at a local scale, the 
big social change agenda – sustainability and sustainable develop-
ment. During that period he also was an associate of the University 
of Western Sydney’s Integrated Monitoring Centre and did some of 
the local agenda 21 training (which came about as a result of the 
Rio De Janeiro Earth Summit in 1992) around Australia. 
 
In 2005 Rod became an adjunct research fellow with the Institute as 
he had got to know the Institute’s former director Prof Allan Curtis 
through his role with the MDBC and Allan’s then position with the 
Bureau of Rural Sciences in Canberra. A major ILWS research pro-
ject for Land & Water Australia that Rod managed with Allan and 
also included Prof Kevin Parton, John Dean (John Dean Consult-
ing) and Gavan Hanlon (CEO North Central CMA) was ‘Exploring 
Key Attributes and Standards of a Model for Quality Assured Re-
gional Natural Resource Management.’ The business process im-
provement project ran from mid 2006 to early 2007. 
 
“It was an interesting project that has led to subsequent work,” says 
Rod whose recent (and current) projects include: 

• Governance policy for the Natural Resources Commis-
sion of NSW 

• Pathways to Good Governance for Regional NRM, with 
the University of Tasmania (with Michael Lockwood, 
Julie Davidson, Elaine Stratford and Allan Curtis) for 
Land & Water Australia 

• looking at governance arrangements for the Natural 
Heritage Trust (on hold pending the current Govern-
ment’s review of its environmental funding)  

• being on a multi-list for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for the provision of training for Program Logic in 
natural resource management. 

Another large project that Rod has just begun to develop is an inte-
grated framework for state of the environment reporting in NSW 
with the Department of Environment and Climate Change, the De-
partment of Local Government and the Local Government Shires 
Association. 
 
Rod has also just taken on a visiting fellowship with ANU’s iCAM. 
CSU and iCAM are partners in a major Landscape Logic project of 
which Prof Allan Curtis is heading the social research and iCAM 
doing the modelling. As Rod, who is not involved in the project at 
this stage, says:“I may be able to bridge between the social work 
and the modelling.”  Rod says he is intending to increase “my aca-
demic credibility I suppose” by developing a project on transforma-
tion in social ecological systems in conjunction with researchers 
from the Fenner School of Environment and Society, CSIRO Sus-
tainable Ecosystems, and some local Government and regional 
catchment authorities. “It is a major interdisciplinary project that 
involves social learning, resilience and adaptive governance,” he 
says.  
 
At the moment Rod, who spent three months last year on a 4WD 
trip through the Simpson and Tanami deserts and the Kimberleys, 
is very busy. “Sometimes though I’m twiddling my thumbs, so when 
that happens I think things up and go looking for work,” he says. 
“One of the reasons I have developed relationships with universities 
is I want to keep stimulated, I want to have contacts that I can de-
velop, and I want to travel and work with interesting people around 
Australia particularly in regional and rural Australia.” 
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ADVISORY BOARD 
VICTORIA KEIGHERY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advisory board member Victoria Keighery (“but most people 
call me Vic”) describes herself as a “fixer upperer.” 
 
Vic, says of her current position as the Chief Executive Officer of 
Community Cultural Development NSW: “Once again for me it’s 
about growing an organisation. I’m a fixer upperer. I’m like that with 
houses too. I’d rather buy something old and fix it up than start with 
something new.”   The organisation, which was established in 1984 
is, as Vic says, in need of “a second lease of life”…which is where 
Vic’s 30 years experience in arts management comes in. 
 
Vic grew up in the Sydney suburbs of Kings Cross, Eastwood and 
Pymble  and studied art as a child. While she did well, she wasn’t 
encouraged to take up arts as a profession so did secretarial/
business studies instead and worked her way up to becoming a 
paralegal.  She did study print-making part-time “but I wasn’t as 
passionate about it as you need to be to make it a career”. Instead 
in 1979, after her husband Michael Keighery decided to take up full 
time study to become a visual artist, she decided to work in the arts 
industry. Her first job was as an exhibition attendant at the John 
Clarke Gallery in the University of NSW. In 1979 she went to Crafts 
Council of Australia as assistant to the director; in 1980 to the Craft 
Council of NSW as a project officer for six years; to the Crafts 
Board of the Australia Council from 1986 to 88; and then back to 
the Craft Council of NSW for two years. Her work with the Council 
involved touring exhibitions, and managing funding programs, pro-
fessional development programs for crafts people, and community-
based projects. 
 
She then freelanced for seven years taking on a variety of jobs in 
cultural and strategic planning, conference organisation and re-
search. Highlights included the development of strategic plans for 
the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras and for Reverse Garbage 
Truck (a company which uses excess materials for artwork); run-
ning a Crafts Council of Australia conference; and undertaking an 
Arts Training Australia research project identifying arts manage-
ment training. Vic also did her Arts Management Graduate Diploma 
at University of Technology in Sydney and then her Masters. While 
doing her Masters she lectured at UTS and the College of Fine Arts 
before taking up a Cultural Policy Officer position with the Council 
of the City of Sydney for four years. Highlights in that period in-
cluded the development of a busking policy for the City of Sydney, 
the cultural partners program and a research report into the city’s 
cultural facilities.  “It was in the lead up to the Sydney Olympics and 
the city was transformed,” recalls Vic. “It became a place where 
people wanted to go rather than had to go. And council recognised 
that the arts contribute to the life of the city as long as people could 
connect with them. And that meant not just having arts in buildings 
and in institutions, but having activities in the street that people 
could partake of for free.” 
 

From 2000 to 2006 Vic was CEO of Regional Arts NSW. While her 
work involved administration and policy development it was also 
about looking after the independent regional arts boards of NSW 
(there were six when Vic started, 13 by the time she left) and ensur-
ing they talked to one another, shared resources and had an iden-
tity and voice at the state level. In 2007 she took up her current 
position with Community Cultural Development NSW, an independ-
ent state peak organisation. “A tremendous challenge at a national 
level for the CCD NSW was, in 2005, the restructure of the Commu-
nity Cultural Development Board of the Australia Council (the or-
ganisation’s main funding source), which effectively dissolved the 
board and we were left without a national focus point,” says Vic. 
 
In the wake of a “national call to arms”, CCD NSW joined forces 
with similar organisations throughout Australia to form a national 
body Auscan, “to generate support and energy for the sector.” Vic 
says a recent success has been the Federal government commit-
ment of an additional $10 million over four years to community arts 
in an initiative called Creative Communities.  At a state level, the 
organisation has been generating forums for people working in the 
sector, providing training programs for people working in community 
cultural development, and delivering a statewide e-bulletin that fo-
cuses on cross sector information. “A lot of the kind of work we do 
has been around for a long time but it hasn’t been recognised nor 
had the media recognition,” says Vic. “The success of the Choir of 
Hard Knocks has changed that. The Government and even the 
corporate sector are starting to get it; that there is a distinction be-
tween professional cultural productions and the work of artists, and 
the role that arts can play in the lives of people, not to turn them 
into more artists, but as a means of enrichment to what they are 
already doing.” 
 
Vic, who has been on the Institute’s advisory board since its incep-
tion, sees ILWS as an excellent model for the integration of arts into 
other sectors and for other sectors to connect with the arts. 
“There are well documented partnerships between the arts and the 
environment, with naturally beneficial relationships,” says Vic. “The 
arts are natural tools to bring about social change and cultural en-
gagement. I’ve been delighted by the response of the Institute to 
the potential for integration. And that is a refreshing thing I haven’t 
seen in many other places.” 
 
Vic says her personal goals are to continue working, most likely in 
an unpaid capacity after she retires, to increase the recognition of 
community cultural development and to increase the opportunities 
for work across the arts and other sectors. “So I am happy to be on 
the Institute’s Advisory Board and feed that process,” says Vic who 
lives between her home in Newton, Sydney and a small cottage at 
Wombarra on the coast in Illawarra. “There my husband, who works 
in ceramics and printmaking and teaches at Newcastle University, 
has turned just about every room into the studio….there is little 
room left for the people.”  Vic has a son Jeremy who works in 
wrought and forged iron, a daughter Georgia who is a playwright, 
and a 16 year old daughter Mikhaila who is still at school. She also 
loves cooking.  “I see it as a way of connecting with the bounty of 
the earth and I treat it with great respect for that reason,” she says, 
no doubt, along with her striking eyes and love of singing, part of 
the heritage from her Sicilian father. 
 

OVERSEAS RESEARCH 
 
ILWS research is contribut-
ing to a better understanding 
of the importance of commu-
nity-based commercial for-
estry - for local employment 
and maintaining cultural tra-
ditions.  A report on this re-
search project will appear in 
the August issue of 
“Connections.” 
 (Above) Digby Race, Hugh 

Stewart (ILWS researchers) and Ani A. Nawir (CIFOR/ANU) discuss their 
community forestry research in eastern Indonesia 
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INSTITUTE EVENTS 
 
ESTUDIOS DEL BOSQUE:  
STUDIES OF THE FOREST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enjoying refreshments after a successful presentation (A/Prof David Watson 
centre right, and  ILWS director Prof  Max Finlayson) 
 
As part of his first public photographic exhibition on at the Albury 
Library Museum from Jan 11 to April 6,  ecologist  A/Prof David 
Watson gave a talk on the evening of February 11. A large crowd of 
more than 80 people listened appreciatively to David as he shared 
his experiences in tropical rainforests. David’s research has taken 
him to 17 countries with an emphasis on central South America 
where he has spent a total of two years in the forests of Latin Amer-
ica studying its plants and animals. The audience also had the op-
portunity to view a wider selection of his amazing images than the 
20 photographs on display. “Rainforests are by their very nature, 
dark, wet and secretive, and taking photographs is difficult,” says 
David. “This exhibition is like a small window into that mysterious 
world through the eyes of a scientist.”  
 
The evening was introduced by Institute director Prof Max Finlay-
son who commented on David's success and skill in being able to 
photograph in forests where "the ground moves under you as you 
walk, you are always wet, and there are always ants crawling up 
your legs." The exhibition, hosted jointly by the Institute and Albury 
City, was, according to Max, an excellent example of how science 
and the community can engage.  
 
RURAL AUSTRALIA WITHOUT PETROLEUM? 

ILWS and the Graham 
Centre for Agricultural 
Innovation hosted a 
public forum and work-
shop on the implica-
tions of diminishing 
international supplies 
of petroleum and the 
possibilities for biofu-
els industries in rural 
Australia on March 12 
and 13in Wagga.  
 
 
CSIRO’s Dr Barrie May  

(above) with Prof Deidre Lemerle,d irector of  the EH Graham Centre 
Speakers Professor Peter Sinclair, an environmental sociologist 
and oil industry analyst at Memorial University of Newfoundland, 
Canada, Dr Barrie May, a biofuel researcher from CSIRO Mt Gam-
bier and author of "Biofuels in Australia: Issues and Prospects" and 
Prof Julian Hine from the University of Ulster, UK all travelled to 
take part. Over 50 people attended the public forum at the Wagga 
Wagga City Council Rooms and 25 invited guests participated in 
the workshop to share understanding of the 'peak oil' issue and 

consider the most important implications of oil depletion and substi-
tution. Questions including; How can rural communities adapt to 
increasing fuel costs and the potential for biofuel production? and 
How will the development of a biofuel industry affect investment, 
employment and the growth/decline of rural communities? were 
considered. ILWS member and convenor A/Prof Ian Gray said the 
invited speakers and groups including the Council of Social Ser-
vices and EH Graham Centre for Agricultural Innovation are keen to 
work together on collaborative research projects with details to be 
released soon. Anyone interest should contact A/Prof Ian Gray 
igray@csu.edu.au. 
 
BAT CONFERENCE 
The Institute was a major sponsor of the 13th Australasian Bat Soci-
ety Conference held at the University’s campus at Thurgoona, 
March 26-28. Conference organiser Craig Grabham completed his 
Honors with CSU’s School of Environmental Science with a study 
on micro-bats and was previously the manager of Johnstone Centre 
Environmental Consulting. The conference, which attracted some 
80 delegates from around Australia and overseas and received 
excellent media coverage, was opened by Institute director Prof 
Max Finlayson who told the audience that the Institute was working 
on conservation, not just ecologically-based conservation, but inte-
grating economics and social sciences. “We are linking healthy 
people and healthy ecosystems – this includes looking at the role of 

different 
organisms in 
ecosystems 
and their 
interactions 
with people 
as well as 
the many 
ecological 
interactions 
we know so 
little about,” 
he said. 
 
 
L to R) Craig 

Grabham, Rob Gration, president Australasian Bat Society, and ILWS direc-
tor Prof Max Finlayson 
 
RURAL SOCIETY AUTHORS WORKSHOP 
Rural Society publishes 3 editions a year and the final issue is often 
devoted to a special theme. This year Prof Kath Bowmer is editing 
an edition on ‘gender and water’ and a workshop was held in March 
for authors submitting to the edition. Also attending from ILWS were 
Prof Margaret Alston and Prof Max Finlayson who gave the partici-
pants substantial feedback from their previous experiences working 
on gender and water projects and in organisations confronting the 
challenges of integration. Submissions to the journal have now 
closed but anyone interested in this field should contact Kate Rob-
erts kroberts@csu.edu.au. A launch of the special edition will be 
held at the end of 2008. 
 
*The editorship of Rural Society is in transition with Darryl Maybery 
to take over from Marion Bannister. Under Marion’s watch over the 
past 6 years the journal has moved from strength to strength and is 
now well-established as an on-line journal. Marion together with 
John Connors as assistant editor have overseen the steady growth 
of the journal and are thanked for their dedication. John is also 
stepping aside from his role this year. Thanks to Darryl for agreeing 
to take on the editor’s role—A/Prof Ian Gray. 
 
MEDIA WORKSHOP 
A media training workshop for early career researchers and PhD 
students was held in Bathurst in April. A highlight was the mock 
television interviews which were critiqued by the group to provide 
feedback and advice on interview techniques. Another workshop is 
planned for Thurgoona later in the year. Inquiries to Kate Roberts at 
kroberts@csu.edu.au 



COMING UP 
ACTION RESEARCH 
Prof Stephen Kemmis, from CSU’s School of Education will present 
a seminar on “Action Research” by video conference from Wagga 
to Thurgoona on Wednesday, May 21, from 3-5pm.  Prof Kemmis 
has written extensively on critical participatory action research and 
the nature and study of practice.  His talk is part of the School of 
Environmental Sciences regular seminar series but has been or-
ganised in conjunction with the Women In Research Network. It will 
be held in Wagga – School of Education Meeting Room, Building 
27, Room 148. Thurgoona – Video conference - Building 751, 
Room 202. Contact Penny Cooke, pecooke@csu.edu.au, x32421 
for more details about Wagga, Bathurst or other video-conference 
locations 
 
RAINFALL EROSION 
Peter Kinnell, adjunct A/Prof of Land and Environment, from the 
University of Canberra’s Institute of Applied Ecology will present a 
talk as part of the SES seminar series on ‘Rainfall erosion proc-
esses and prediction on hill slopes in catchments ‘ on Wed 28 May 
Building 751, Room 202, 3-4 pm at the Thurgoona campus. 
 
AUSTRALIAN FOREST GROWERS NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE  
Forestry for a better future: Climate, Commerce and Communities  
Albury Wodonga, 19th to 22nd October 2008  
• Extensive program with internationally recognised keynote speak-
ers  
• Over 40 presentations by a diverse range of speakers  
• Exciting 5-day pre-conference tour through Victoria  
• Diverse range of field trips traveling throughout the region  
Whether the forests you grow are small or industrial, native or 
planted, commercial or environmental, aesthetic or business, young 
or mature – Albury-Wodonga AFG 2008 will be an important event 
for defining the 'road map' to the future for your forests.  
For further details contact the conference coordinator Bradley Hay-
den on 02 6023 6300 or email afg@ccem.com.au or visit 
www.afg.asn.au  
 
ICSD ASIA-PACIFIC  BIANNUAL CONFERENCE   
Associate Professor Manohar Pawar, President of the International 
Consortium for Social Development, Asia-Pacific Branch, will or-
ganise the branch biannual conference on ‘social development and 
transition: Paths for global-local partnership’ in Kathmandu, Nepal, 
29-31 October 2008, in collaboration with  the Department of Social 
Work at Kadambari Memorial College of Science and Management 
(Purbanchal University affiliate, Nepal). Brochure. 
 

PROFILE 
A/PROF ANDREW 
KEEN 
A/Prof Andrew Keen is 
extending an open invita-
tion to all members of the 
Institute to consider taking 
part, either as a presenter 
or a panel member, in the 
annual research confer-
ence he organises for his 
Masters of Visual and Per-
forming Arts “candidates” 
in September. 
 
“The candidates submit their 
work to peer review to a 

panel of experts, both internal and external,” says Andrew, a mem-
ber of the Institute’s new Communications, Arts and Education 
group. “Rather than it being a closed, internal research conference, 

I plan to open it to a wider group of Masters and Phd candidates 
and perhaps with streaming or themes we can encourage a cross-
disciplinary approach.” Andrew is also inviting his academic col-
leagues across the Institute to consider being  panel members. 
“Hopefully it will allow them to see, not only the connections, but 
how they could be made,” says Andrew. “Ours is a visual lan-
guage.” Andrew says the arts (through painting, dance, acting, 
video production, theatre etc) was a “communication tool” able to 
reach a wide audience which includes children and the general 
public. “It’s no good having a wonderful story if no-one can under-
stand it,” says Andrew. “You can’t just give the one story, it de-
pends on the audience. A story or information needs to be pre-
sented in a number of ways.”  Andrew says for arts to be included 
in cross-disciplinary or integrated research people need to be in-
volved “from day one. We need to discover what each other’s pas-
sion is and see where that leads. It’s no good us being a tack on at 
the end, when someone wants a graphic designers to design a bro-
chure, or someone to make a video ….we need to be involved at 
the beginning.” 
 
Andrew, 62, is comfortable with knowing he is considered out-
spoken and opinionated. “That’s what creative people should be 
about,” he says. “We are the ones who are challenging the norm.” 
Andrew, who comes from Manchester in England, trained in archi-
tecture and interior design in the commercial field before setting up 
his own London-based consultancy company specialising in interior 
designs and fit-outs.  In 1981 he moved to South Africa as director 
of a design company which consulted to the Sheraton Hotel Group. 
This took him around South Africa, to Cairo and to the Comoros 
Islands where the group built a low environmental impact  hotel. 
He returned to London for a short while before moving to Australia 
to take up a three year teaching position in project management in 
1987 at RMIT University. After that position finished he taught part-
time and worked as a consultant. He then decided to follow an aca-
demic path and did his Masters, and then  Doctorate of Education 
at RMIT with a focus on the value of exhibitions in museums and 
exhibition design. Andrew wrote a course on museum and exhibi-
tion design and in 1997 Andrew was the inaugural coordinator of 
Swinburne University’s interior and exhibition design course. He 
stayed at Swinburne until 2003 when he took on the position of 
Head of CSUs School of Visual and Performing Arts. “I had an early 
brief flirtation with theatre and theatre design, and set design for 
TV, and always had an interest in that area so thought it would be 
good to ‘join up the dots’,” says Andrew. After four years as head of 
school, he took on a new role, as coordinator of the school’s Office 
of Research and Graduate Studies and supervises 23 Masters and 
four doctorate students. He also teaches project management by 
distance in the Bachelor of Media Communication out of Bathurst. 
 
Andrew has an exhibition of his work “Concrete Poetry” at the 
Wagga Art Gallery in June for four weeks. The exhibition is a series 
of 25 panels of four letter words which can be read both horizontally 
and vertically. “It is the physical form of type and words that have a 
meaning, that can be reinterpreted, or have variable interpretations 
according to the viewer’s reading,” says Andrew. “It allows interac-
tion between the object and the viewer, between the sign and signi-
fier which is an area I research.” Andrew envisages the exhibition 
being of use in helping children who are dyslexic to overcome their 
fear of spelling. “Workshops could be run where we encourage 
word play, four letter words are a good start as they are easy, and 
we could encourage young people to engage with the words,” says 
Andrew. Another way in which Andrew envisages his exhibition 
being used to engage children is to get the children to draw the 
“non-connective meanings” of the words. He says adult visitors to 
the exhibition will be also encouraged to be involved in its interpre-
tation and actively engaged in what they are looking at. “Exhibitions 
are no longer presented as static, they are now interactive,” he 
says. 
 
Andrew has been invited to show his exhibition and run workshops 
at RMIT, at the University of Queensland, the University of West-
minster in London, the University of Lubiana, Slovenia, and at the 
Museum of Modern Art in Slovenia and has applied for a grant for 
assistance.  
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PROFILE 
A/PROF IAN GRAY 

A/Professor Ian Gray 
(leader of the Com-
munity of Rural Social 
Researchers) is not 
shy about tackling big 
issues head on.  Ian 
is currently looking at 
the thorny issue of 
regionalism and sug-
gesting we change 
our systems of gov-
ernance to give re-

gional communities a bigger say. But he is also concerned 
about the globe’s dwindling oil supplies and the effect this 
will have on regional communities. Ian, who is very good at 
joining the dots between big global issues and the common 
man on the street, is compelled to bring these issues to the 
attention of decision makers.  
  
Ian started work at CSU in 1989 as a lecturer, after finishing a PHD 
at ANU in Canberra on local government and local politics in a 
country town. Elements of his Phd have popped up throughout his 
ensuing 20 years of teaching and research.  "Most of the research 
I’ve done here has had more to do with the sociology of agriculture 
rather than local government, until fairly recently when I’ve moved 
into regionalism and federalism,” says Ian, who sees social relation-
ships within communities, and between local communities and gov-
ernments, as crucial to the sustainability of regional Australia. “The 
work that I’ve been doing on transport and a bit more to do with 
local government is also related to the regionalism theme."  
 
During the 1990’s Ian collaborated with colleagues in agriculture on 
a range of projects for government agencies including the Rural 
Industries Research Development Corporation, Murray Darling Ba-
sin Commission and Land and Water Australia centred around cop-
ing strategies, drought and community capacity building. He says 
the highlight of his career is the book, ‘A future for regional Austra-
lia’, published in 2001 with Prof Geoffrey Lawrence, which was a 
culmination of his work in the 90’s. “I still get requests to talk at con-
ferences and examine thesis which I expect stem from the work in 
this book, “he says. 
 
Until recently when he turned his attention to governance issues, 
Ian spent time exploring transport issues and in particular railways. 
He was the co-convenor of a summit at CSU in 2007 which drew 
150 railway stakeholders and policy makers, including the chair of 
the Federal Government’s Standing Committee on Transport and 
Regional Services, to talk about sustainable regional rail and to put 
the case for an integrated road and rail system. “Attendees at the 
symposium saw the benefits and called for integrated regional plan-
ning of transport,” Ian says, “which backs my belief that regionalism 
is a viable form of governance for Australia this century.  Working 
on important policy issues with community groups and alongside 
organisations like the Railway Technical Society, Engineers Austra-
lia and the Local Government Associations has also been an impor-
tant highlight in my career”. 
 
The federalism debate is currently alive and well and Australia’s 
system of government is increasingly under question. It gained 
prominence at the recent 20/20 Summit. Ian says his involvement in 
an ARC Discovery grant into regionalism with a colleague at Griffith 
University has drawn together his research over the past two dec-
ades.  The project considers the prospects for changing our sys-
tems of governance to give greater autonomy and voice to regional 
communities. Ian explains his role in the project is to explore public 
attitudes and opinions towards how federalism is working now. 
“Overall the project will work out what sort of direction regional gov-
ernments in Australia might take,” he says. “We’re not advocating 
that we get rid of the states, but it is under consideration.” Ian be-

lieves the formation of Catchment Management Authorities has, 
unintentionally, created the strongest model of regionalist govern-
ance that we’ve had, even though they have no legislative role. 
“CMA’s have been an impetus in a way, because their existence 
has prompted people to call the current system and relationship 
between state and fed government in to question,” he says. “We 
don’t have the data from our surveys yet but we will later this year.”  
 
With the help of an ILWS fellowship in the first half of this year, Ian 
has recently turned his attention to the peak oil issue. Whilst his 
interest seems to have sprung from nowhere, his talent for joining 
the dots and taking on big issues appears when you hear him 
speak about its relevance to rural communities. The peak oil term 
refers to the point in time when the world’s oil supplies peak and 
then start to decline. There is much debate but it is widely believed 
to have occurred in the past 3 years. “Peak oil focuses attention on 
certain social issues in rural areas, some of which are related to 
transport but others are related to the nature of agricultural produc-
tion and the potential for biofuels,” he says. “There are all sorts of 
issues like social inclusion and social isolation which are related to 
transport issues, as well as the implications for energy supply and 
how the cost of implementing climate change policies might affect 
rural areas.” Ian is concerned that the media’s dramatic response to 
rises in petrol prices will focus attention on urban areas. He be-
lieves it would be very easy to forget about rural areas unless they 
are raised for discussion. “I don’t think it’s an area in which the Aus-
tralian government has decided to take a strong policy stance, so 
there is room for more debate,” he says.  
 
Ian’s undergraduate teaching covers community analysis and envi-
ronmental sociology. He was the sub-dean of graduate training in 
the Faculty of Arts for seven years and now supervises ten higher 
degree students looking at rural communities, transport and agricul-
tural sociology issues. Ian’s partner Noelene is also involved in edu-
cation, working as a literacy and numeracy teacher at Riverina 
TAFE and particularly supporting trade students through their stud-
ies. Outside of CSU Ian is interested in photography and music and 
on weekends he volunteers as a tour guide to show visitors the 
Junee Railway Roundhouse and Museum. - Kate Roberts 
 

CONFERENCES, SEMINARS & 
WORKSHOPS 
 
FISH PAST AND FUTURE 
Dr Paul Humphries, who is on SSP leave, has given a number of 
seminars entitled “Fish past, fish future” while overseas. Between 
January and April he presented at  California State Uni, Bakersfield 
(hosted by Dr Ken Gobalet), Texas A&M University, College Station 
(hosted by Dr Kirk Winemiller), Oregon State University, Corvallis 
(Host, Dr David Lytle), Portland State University, Portland (Hosted 
by Dr Virginia Butler), and University of Vienna, Vienna (Hosted by 
Dr Hubert Keckeis).  
 
WETLANDS 
In February , Prof  Max Finlayson presented two reports on behalf 
of a multi-authored team, one on Wetlands and Human Health, and 
another on Wetlands and Agriculture, at the 14th meeting of the 
Ramsar Wetlands Convention's Scientific and Technical Review 
Panel, in Gland, Switzerland, February 2008. On March 20 at the 
Rural Society Authors Workshop on water and gender at Wagga, 
he discussed issues for social and ecological resilience in agricul-
ture. 
 
WETLAND MANAGEMENT 
“Using environmental offsets to manage wetlands” was presented 
at the Australian Agricultural and Resource Economics Society at 
Canberra in 5-8 February, 2008 by Rod Duncan with Mark Morri-
son . 
 
REGIONAL SKILL SHORTAGES 
Debra Da Silva presented “The role of work life balance employer  



brands and regional skill shortages” co-authored by Kerry Grigg at 
the 2008 AIRAANZ Conference in Melbourne  on Feb 6-8.  
 
LWA PRESENTATION 
Mark Morrison presented the findings of the study “Understanding 
landholder constraints to the uptake of market-based instruments 
and incentives” at Land and Water Australia’s ‘Research on ap-
proaches to achieve sustainable NRM outcomes’ seminar in Can-
berra on March 4.  
 
AGEING WORKSHOP 
Jenny Sappey, Zelma Bone and Rod Duncan presented the results 
of their pilot study “Mapping the Aged Care Industry and Aged Is-
sues in the Bathurst Region” to study participants and other com-
munity members on March 27. Another workshop will be held to 
report back to the Blayney community on May 9. 
 
BIRD MIGRATION 
Dr David Roshier attended a workshop on ‘New Technologies For 
Studying Bird Migration’ at Cornell Ornithology Lab as a member of 
the MIGRATE group of scientists (http://www.migrate.ou.edu/
index.htm) Ithaca, New York USA, 3–5 April 2008. 
 
BIOFUEL AND A LOW CARBON ECONOMY 
Institute adjunct Barney Foran has given a number of talks includ-
ing: “The biofuel transition for rural Australia” to combined AGM 
Rutherglen Branches of Victorian Federated Farmers and Land-
care, April 4; “The greenhouse footprint of lifestyle in the Indigo 
Shire Victoria” to a Beechworth Sustainability town hall meeting, 
April 8; and  “Top Down and Bottom Up: Australia’s transition to a 
low carbon economy at a Ballarat Greenhouse Forum hosted by the 
community group BREAZE, April 12. 
 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN CHINA 
A number of ILWS researchers were involved in the International 
Conference on Socio-Economic Development in China, presented 
by CSU in collaboration with the ARC Asia Pacific Futures Re-
search Network at the Wagga campus April 21-22 including Dr 
Yapa Bandara,  Dr PK Basu, and A/Prof Manohar Pawar. 
 
PNG WOKSHOPS 
Rod Duncan presented on the relationship between PNG elections 
and agricultural production at three community workshops in Papua 
New Guinea in Goroka, Port Moresby and Madang on April 8, 11 
and 15.  

INTEGRATION NEWS 
 
THIRD  INTEGRATION THEME: VIBRANT RURAL 
AND REGIONAL COMMUNITIES 
The third integration theme for ILWS is in the area of “Society”. Its 
main purpose is to encourage innovative and high quality research 
that will contribute to the development of more vibrant rural and 
regional communities. This research will be conducted where possi-
ble in partnership with local communities. The name of the theme 
(Vibrant Rural and Regional Communities) has been selected for 
three reasons: (1) it is consistent with the research that is currently 
being conducted in this area, (2) it is the name of one of the larger 
groups that was put forward for the Research Quality Framework 
and (3) it fits well the strategic positioning of the ILWS and the Uni-
versity.  Our plan is to follow a sequence of steps that will draw 
researchers into collaboration under the theme umbrella. Benefits 
will result from synergies developed between researchers, so that 
everyone can benefit from the increased overall quantity and quality 
of research outputs being generated. While the following list repre-
sents our initial ideas about sub-themes or research areas within 
the main integration theme, one task during the first year will be to 
give clarity and more precise definition to the list of sub-themes.  
 
Social sustainability and quality of life 
Parallel to environmental sustainability, there is a need already rec-
ognised within ILWS to focus research on social sustainability. This 

has many dimensions from social networks and cultural diversity to 
governance of government and non-government organisations and 
the provision of human services. Taken together, these amount to 
what could be broadly defined as health of the community.  
 
Competitive regional business 
Competitive regional business is the “engine room” of an econom-
ics perspective on vibrant rural and regional communities. The rate 
of change of regional business is accelerating and this points to the 
need for useful research into sustainable business futures. As an 
example, the development of telecommunications in the regions, 
and the impacts on regional business and employment are impor-
tant researchable questions.  
 
International development 
There is a growing interest on the part of a group of ILWS research-
ers on international development. The projects in mind are largely 
social and/or economic in emphasis, including poverty alleviation, 
reconstruction after conflict and governance. Even though interna-
tional, and even global in nature, these projects also have implica-
tions for vibrant rural and regional communities. 
 
Prof Kevin Parton and Prof Mark Morrison are the theme leaders 
and have commenced discussions with individual researchers 
about roles within the integration theme . Anyone with an interest in 
participating can contact Kevin (kparton@csu.edu.au or phone: 
57500) or Mark (mmorrison@csu.edu.au or Phone: 84253). 
 
SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF ENVIRON-
MENTAL ASSETS INTEGRATION PROGRAM 
 
The current focus of this ILWS integration program is on riverine 
environmental assets, especially those in the Murray-Darling Basin. 
The program aims to undertake interdisciplinary and targeted disci-
pline-based research that will deliver improved outcomes for river-
ine environmental assets. Participants in this program are drawn 
from all five of the ILWS communities of scholars. The researchers 
undertake projects that generate new knowledge to inform better 
river management decision making, and projects that will result in 
the implementation of new water management policies and prac-
tises that will improve outcomes for riverine environmental assets. 
 
One of the projects contributing to the riverine environmental assets 
program is ‘Monitoring of a pulsed release in the Mitta Mitta River 
during the bulk water transfer from Dartmouth Reservoir to Hume 
Reservoir’ funded by the Murray-Darling Basin Commission 
(MDBC). In April, three ILWS researchers visited the MDBC to dis-
cuss the environmental outcomes of the pulsed flow releases that 
have been implemented in the Mitta Mitta River since 2001. A/
Professor Robyn Watts presented a seminar and the researchers 
also met with River Murray Water (RMW) staff that responsible for 
the management of Dartmouth Dam. RMW and ILWS researchers 
have been using an adaptive management approach to improve the 
ecological outcomes of flow releases to the Mitta Mitta River. As 
Dartmouth Reservoir is currently only at 17% of full capacity, it is 
likely that minimum releases will need to be maintained throughout 
2008 in order to maximise storage of water in the reservoir. The 
knowledge gained from the past six years of research will help 
guide the management of releases Dartmouth Dam during 2008 to 
help reduce the negative impact of constant low discharges on the 
river ecosystem. This is an example of a multidisciplinary approach 
to river management, where improved ecological outcomes can be 
achieved through collaboration between RMW, Goulburn-Murray 
Water, researchers from ILWS, in consultation with landholders and 
the North East CMA. 
 
This project on pulsed flows in the Mitta Mitta River is one of the 
case studies being included in another project in the Environmental 
Assets Program entitled ‘Review of environmental outcomes of 
pulsed flows’ funded by the National Water Commission. This re-
view is intended to serve as a discussion starter for Commissioners 
and the wider community to debate the extent to which pulsed flows 
do achieve ecological outcomes and whether they should be incor-
porated (and how) in management plans.  
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VISITORS  
PROFESSOR RAY ISON 
During a brief visit to CSU Thurgoona, Professor Ison , the director 
of the Open Systems Research group with The Open University, 
UK, presented a seminar on Systemic Inquiry and River Basin Man-
agement on Feb 27. Systemic inquiry involves the concept of ‘social 
learning’, where knowledge of an issue emerges through stake-
holder discussion and engagement, in contrast to the traditional 
scientific approach where the problem is known at the outset, and a 
range of practices are applied to remedy it. Professor Ison believes 
there are a number of reasons why systemic inquiry is warranted as 
a complementary approach to environmental governance which 

include that neither the problems nor 
solutions to environmental problems 
are clearly understood,  and  soci-
ety’s rhetoric about being more holis-
tic and integrated in our environ-
mental decision making. The seminar 
drew on case study examples from 
SLIM (Social Learning for the Inte-
grated Management and Sustainable 
Use of Water at a Catchment Scale) 
a project that was undertaken across 
seven countries in the UK and 
Europe, applying social learning to an 
environmental issue. – Gill Earl 
(left) Dr Catherine Allan and Prof Ray Ison 
 
CHINESE VISITORS 

ILWS adjunct professor David Mitchell had a captive audience 
when he spoke to a delegation of Chinese officials describing how 
wetlands are used to treat grey water at the University’s Thurgoona 
campus in March. The three officials from China’s State Forestry 
Administration were on a two week study tour looking at how Aus-
tralia manages its wetlands as part of an Australian China Environ-
ment Development Program's project on wetlands. Mr Daming Bao, 
division chief  (and senior engineer) and Ms Hong Xiao, deputy 
division chief  of the SFA’s Ramsar Convention Implementing Of-
fice’s Division of Wetland Conservation; and Mr Xiaoguang Huang, 
the director of the SFA’s Department of International Co-operation, 
were very interested in the natural treatment system at Thurgoona.  
The tour was a follow-up to a project design trip to China in Febru-
ary by members of the feasibility/design team – Prof Max Finlayson, 
Dr Shaun Meredith (MDFRC), and Ms Alison Curtin, (DECC) who 
have been contracted by environmental consulting company GHD 
to design the project. “It’s exciting to be involved in this project and 
a wonderful opportunity for Australian scientists to interact, discuss 
and exchange ideas with Chinese scientists,” says Prof Finlayson. 
The wetland project is part of a five year $25 million Australian Gov-

ernment and AusAID 
Initiative to support and 
improve policy develop-
ment in China in areas 
of environmental protec-
tion and natural re-
source management. 
 
Prof David Mitchell (rear 
left) and ILWS director Prof 
Max Finlayson (front cen-
tre) with the Chinese dele-
gation 
 
 

 
RUTH JOHNSTONE 
The widow of the late Don Johnstone, former director of the NSW 
Parks and Wildlife Service and after whom the Johnstone Centre 
for Research in Natural Resources and Society was named, visited 
the Thurgoona campus during CSU’s annual graduation ceremo-
nies at Albury  in April. Mrs Ruth Johnstone, who will be 80 next 
birthday, and lives at Laurieton on the central NSW coast made the 
visit with her sister Marge Wells from Newcastle. While here Mrs 
Johnstone presented this year’s winner of the D.A. Johnstone Per-

petual Award to Ms Naomi Goosen. This prize, initiated by Don 
Johnstone in 1986, is awarded annually  to the most outstanding 
graduate in the Bachelor of Applied Science (Parks, Recreation and 
Heritage). Mrs Johnstone ensured the prize continued after her 

husband’s 
death in 1997. 
  
 
 
 
(L to R) Dr Rik 
Allen, Ruth 
Johnstone, A/
Prof Neil 
Lipscombe, 
Marge Wells and 
Prof David 
Mitchell. 
 
 
 

 
 
ASIAN AGRIBUSINESS RESEARCH TEAM 
Prof Kevin Parton with his Asian agribusiness research team, (who 
are mainly Sydney-based) took the opportunity to get together at 
the opening of CSU’s Week in the NSW State parliament on March 
31 to get together and plan future research activities. The team  are 
in the process of publishing a number of papers on various issues 
including factors affecting the consumption of meat in China, pro-

jecting the size 
of the Chinese 
dairy herd and 
supply chain 
analysis of the 
Australian beef 
industry. 
 
 
(L to R) Dr Liu 
Hongbo, Mr 
Ferry Jie, Prof 
Kevin Parton 
and Dr Dong 
Wang.  

 
TRAINING PROGRAM 
 A four week intensive training program funded by the ATSE Craw-
ford Fund was conducted during April by Dr Joanne Millar for five 
Government Livestock Officers from Laos. The aim was to develop 
their understanding of how to plan and facilitate beef production 
programs for producers based on adult learning principles, group 
dynamics, sound research and industry partnerships. During their 
visit, the officers joined a BeefCheque discussion group, met with 

government 
and private 
extension 
officers, at-
tended field 
days and vis-
ited a wide 
range of 
farms to learn 
about cattle 
breeding, 
fattening, ani-
mal health 
and market-
ing.  
 

 
(Above) Viengxay Photakoun, Dr Joanne Millar,  Khampai Phommavong, 
Neuakhom Theppanid, Viengsuk Lorbliayao, Cheryl Graham, Lee Cha Xay-
beenou, Anne Stelling, Thongkham Vongpralath. 
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PUBLICATIONS 
PEER-REVIEWED PAPERS 
 
Gupta, Rakesh and Basu, P. K. (2008) ‘Portfolio optimization in the 
Indian Stock Markets: Industry Sector Analysis’, Delhi Business 
Review, Vol. 9, No. 1, pp. 21-30. 
 
Duncan, R. (2008) “Agricultural productivity, the electoral cycle and 
ENSO effects in Papua New Guinea”, Pacific Economic Bulletin, 23
(1), 74-84. 
 
Howard, J.L & Roberton S (2007) Persuading landholders to par-
ticipate in a riparian land management program. Journal of Exten-
sion Systems No 2 pp1-15 
 
Howard, J.L. (2008) The Future of the Murray River: Amenity Re-
considered? Geographical research Vol 46, 3 pp117-210 
 
Humphries, P., Brown, P., Douglas, J., Pickworth, A., Strongman, 
R., Hall, K. and Serafini, L. (2008). Flow-related patterns in abun-
dance and composition of the fish fauna of a degraded Australian 
lowland river.  Freshwater Biology, 53: 789-813. 
  
Humphries, P. (2007).  Blind ambition: Geoffory St-Hillaire's theory 
of everything.  Endeavour, 31: 134-139. 
 
Luck, G.W.  (2007. Edges: Where landscape elements meet. In 
Managing and designing landscapes for conservation: moving from 
perspectives to principles. D.Lindenmayer and R. Hobbs (eds). 
Blackwell Publishing, pp 179-194 
 
Luck, G.W. and McCallum, F. 2007. Species turnover along gradi-
ents of net primary productivity. In Focus on Biodiversity Research. 
J. Schwartz (ed). Nova Science Publishers, pp 179-98. 
 
Luck, G.W. 2007. A review of the relationships between human 
population density and biodiversity. Biol Rev. 82, 607-45. 
 
Luck, G.W. 2007. The relationships between net primary productiv-
ity, human population density and species conservation. J. Bio-
geog. 34, 201-212. 
 
Luck, G.W. and Korodaj, T.  2008. Stand and landscape-level fac-
tors related to bird assemblages in exotic pine plantations: implica-
tions for forest management. For. Ecol. Man. v255 p2688-75 
 
Lindenmayer, D., Hobbs, R., Montague-Drake, R., Alexandra, J., 
Bennett, A., Burgman, M., Cale, P., Calhoun, A., Cramer, V., Cul-
len, P., Driscoll, D., Fahrig, L., Fischer, J., Franklin, J., Haila, Y., 
Hunter, H., Gibbons, P., Lake, S., Luck, G., MacGregor, C., McIn-
tyre, S., Mac Nally, R., Manning, A., Miller, J., Mooney, H., Noss, 
R., Possingham, H., Saunders, D., Schmiegelow, F., Scott, M., 
Simberloff, D., Sisk, T., Tabor, G., Walker, B., Wiens, J., Woinarski 
J. and Zavaleta, E. 2008. A checklist for ecological management of 
landscapes for conservation Ecol. Letters. 11, 78-91. 
 
Millar, J. and Photakoun, V. (2008). Livestock development and 
poverty alleviation: Revolution or evolution for upland livelihoods in 
Lao PDR? International Journal of Agricultural Sustainability Vol 6 
(1), pp.89-102. 

Roshier DA, VAJ Doerr and ED Doerr (2008). Animal movement in 
dynamic landscapes:  interaction between behavioural strategies 
and resource distributions Oecologia 156, 465–477  

Wassens S, RJ Watts, A Jansen and D Roshier (2008). Move-
ment patterns and habitat selection of Southern Bell Frogs (Litoria 
raniformis) in response to flooding. Wildlife Research 35, 50–58. 
 
Wilkinson,J. and Blackmore,J: 'Re-presenting women and leader-
ship: a methodological journey', International Journal of Qualitative 
Studies in Education, Vol. 21, No. 2, March-April 2008, pp. 123-
136. 
 

BOOK CHAPTER 
Culas, R. J (2008): “Non-Forest Sector Policies, Global Environ-
mental Markets and the Deforestation Process”, Contributed Book 
Chapter, In Sanchez, I. B and Alonso, C. L (edited) Deforestation 
Research Progress, Nova Science Publishers, Inc. https://
www.novapublishers.com/catalog/product_info.php?
products_id=7323 
 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Millar, J. Book Review in Geographical Research 46 (1) pp. 126-
134. People, Sheep and Nature Conservation. The Tasmanian Ex-
perience. By Jamie Kirkpatrick and Kerry Bridle (eds). CSIRO Pub-
lishing, Collingwood, Victoria.  

CONFERENCE PAPERS 
Basu, P. K. (2008) ‘Socio-cultural challenges to economic growth in 
China – Looking 20 years ahead’, paper presented at International 
Conference on Socio Economic Development in China, Wagga 
Wagga, Australia, 21-22 April. 
 
Ragusa, A.T. (2008, February). Media symbolism, knowledge pro-
duction and image creation of tree changers in Australia: Tracing 
the historical development of a new social group and its impact on 
Australian landscapes. Urban History & Planning Conference.  Uni-
versity of the Sunshine Coast, QLD. 

Millar, J. (2007) Extension for Natural Resource Management: 
Changing roles, approaches, methods and theories. In Proceedings 
of the 2007 APEN Forum, 12-13 November 2007, Canberra. 

Maconachie, G. (QUT) and Sappey, J. (2008) “Can Unions Provide 
What Workers Want?”, AIRAANZ Conference, La Trobe University 
6-8 February. 
 

OTHER 
An ILWS research project, led by Dr Digby Race,  to develop a 
framework for agreements between villagers and forest companies 
aimed at discouraging illegal logging in the Indonesian islands of 
Sumbawa and Sulawesi featured in a report in CSIROs ECOS 
magazine, Volume 141, p 5. 
 
An article written by Prof Max Finlayson appeared in the  Wet-
lands International China Newsletter No 2, March 2008. Wetlands, 
agriculture and water management (in Chinese)  
 

BOOK LAUNCH 
Vice-Chancellor Professor Ian Goulter formally launched the book 
‘Engagement & Change - Exploring Management, Economic 
and Finance Implications of a Globalising Environment’, edited 
by Dr. P K Basu, A/Prof Grant O'Neill and Prof Antonio Travaglione 
on Feb 13. This book includes 23 papers that address areas such 
as management, economics, finance, accounting, marketing and 
human resources. Approximately 30 people attended the book 
launch including 8 contributors.  “Of particular relevance to CSU is 
the assessment that universities must produce graduates with the 
right skills, attitudes and attributes to compete successfully in a 
global market and to meet the needs of industries that also increas-

ingly compete at 
global, national 
and local levels,” 
Prof. Goulter said. 
 
Contributors &    
editors: Val 
Siemionow, Grant 
O’Neil, Zelma Bone, 
Branka Krivokapic-
Skoko, Ian Goulter, 
John Hicks, PK 
Basu, Rod Duncan, 
Marcelle Droulers, 
Robert Tierney. 
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GRANTS 
RESEARCH GRANTS 
Best Practice health and husbandry of cattle and buffalo, Lao PDR.  Australian 
Centre for International Agricultural Research. Dr Joanne Millar collaborator (in-kind 
support) (2008/2012) 
  
Evaluation of River Tender.  North East CMA. Prof Allan Curtis,  Simon McDonald 
and Royce Sample. (2008) $29,000 
 
Review: Impacts of fire on the ecology and population persistence of the 
Bathurst Copper Butterfly (Paralucia spinifera). Department of Environment and 
Climate Change. Dr Skye Wassens and Sascha Healy. (2008) $4130 
 
The provision of the Ramsar Site Management Planning Guidelines Module of 
the ‘National Guidelines for Ramsar Wetlands—Implementing the Ramsar 
Convention in Australia’. Department of Environment, Water Heritage and the 
Arts. Prof Max Finlayson and George Lukacs, James Cook University. (2008) 
$78,000 
 
The provision of the Ramsar Site Nominations Guidelines Module of the 
‘National Guidelines for Ramsar Wetlands—Implementing the Ramsar Con-
vention in Australia’.  DEWHA. Prof Max Finlayson and George Lukacs, James 
Cook University. (2008) $43,500 
 
The provision of the Introductory Module of the ‘National Guidelines for Ram-
sar Wetlands—Implementing the Ramsar Convention in Australia’. DEWHA. 
Prof Max Finlayson and George Lukacs, James Cook University. (2008) $15,500 
 

AWARDS & APPOINTMENTS 
Congratulations to Prof Marg Alston who was selected to attend the Australian 
2020 Summit  conducted by the Rudd Government April 19 and 20 in Canberra. A 
idelegate to the ‘Rural Australia’ group, Marg said the “discussion was a great op-
portunity to present and discuss big ideas about the future of rural areas with a 
group of enthusiastic and committed Australians”.  Three Institute's Advisory Board 
members, Dr Wendy Craik, CEO of the Murray Darling Basin Commission; Ms 
Cathy McGowan, rural communities and agribusiness consultant; and Ian Kiernan, 
chairman of Clean Up Australia who also attended the summit.  Earlier this year 
Marg was an Australian non-government representative on the Australian delega-
tion to the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women in New York.  “The 

meeting agreed Governments 
should incorporate, as appropriate, 
a gender perspective into the de-
sign, development, adoption of all 
policies and budgetary processes, 
“ she said. “This would promote 
‘equitable, effective and appropri-
ate resource allocation and estab-
lish adequate budgetary allocations 
to support gender equality and 
development programmes' that will 
empower women.”  
 
Terry Korodaj  (who did his Hon-
ors with the School of Environ-
mental Sciences on the role of 

deadwood for antechinus in an agricultural landscape) has moved to Canberra to 
begin a PhD at the Fenner School of Environment and Society under Dr Rob Hein-
sohn (ANU) and Dr David Roshier (CSU). Terry’s PhD will look at partial migration 
in Rainbow Bee-eaters, a small bird which migrates between northern and southern 
Australia and between Australia, Papua New Guinea and Indonesia. 
 
Dr Angela Ragusa from the rural social research group has been appointed to the 
Editorial Advisory Board of The Open Sociology Journal and The Open Communi-
cation Journal.  
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