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here the bedg hell WERE gou?

“Where the bloody hell WERE you” is a series of CSU Global stories from
students who took part in overseas study (and other fun travel things too!) as part of
their CSU degree!

During the first semester of 2008 I participated on
an exchange to Oregon State University. | am currently
studying Adventure ecotourism and after my exchange
decided to defer to stay overseas so I am now finishing my degree this
year. | was always interested in an exchange and after consulting with my lecturers and
surfing the net [ decided that Oregon State was the University [ was going to go for.

My exchange started with a three day home stay. This was an optional service which was provided by Oregon State that
houses students for the first three days of their exchange. I was placed with a lady by the name of Catherine Mater who
lived in a condo on the river near the university.

Catherine and [ made an instant connection and I found myself staying with her for a week and visiting regularly.
Catherine became my surrogate mother and I had a house to stay in whenever I needed it. I strongly recommend taking
this opportunity if it’s offered. Catherine introduced me to Corvallis and showed me the ropes of the town.

After my stay with Catherine I moved into my accommodation on campus. This was a big decision as [ wasn’t sure
whether to find my own accommodation live in international dorms or find my own dorm. After much consideration |
decided to find my own dorm and stay in a single room. Living in a single room meant that I always had my own space
and could always rely on having a quite area if | needed to study or just get away.

At the beginning this made it a little harder to meet people as students often had their doors

closed and all met the season before I arrived. I soon found out that in your 1st year at uni it’s compulsory to live
on campus so the dorm were mostly full of freshmen or our equivalent 1st years. This made for an interesting
experience but none the less was very fun. The university was massive and there was always something going on.

We used to often joke that you could live at OSU without ever buying food. There was always an event on that

you could find free food at. Before I arrived to OSU (Oregon State University) I met some people on Facebook
through an exchange student that studied at CSU. She linked me up with some of her friends and I was instantly
invited to parties and was able to make some really great friends quite quickly.

When | wasn’t studying or with my American friends I was travelling with a group of exchange students I met
during the first week. I, four Germans, a girl from the Czech Republic and another Australian went on several
weekend trips in Bruce a car the Germans bought.

After my exchange I decided to extend my stay and was hoping to find some work in my industry. After
researching my options I extended my visa on academic training. This meant that [ was able to stay an
additional three months but had to get a job in my area of study. I looked around and asked for lots of local

advice and found myself applying for as many camp positions as possible. After a 2 hour interview I found
myself at Camp Killoqua just outside of Washington’s capital, Seattle.

On a more serious note, throughout the entire process Oregon State and CSU offered me great support. Leading up to the exchange planning is essential and CSU
step you through the process. Lecturers on the other side are dedicated and excited to have you in their classes, they understand your situation and are very committed to their
studies. I even had lecturers offering to teach me over the net prior to my arrival as [ wanted to study a subject with pre-requisites. This exchange enabled me to study a wider
variety of subjects and experience lecturing from a number of levels and styles.

Its benefits to me are ongoing, I am able to provide a more substantial and impressive resume with overseas study
and work standing out to employers. It has already proven successful in finding me desired work. I have made

lifelong friends which I hope to visit again very soon and whom I will keep in touch with for a lifetime. I feel I have
grown as a person from my experience and have memories which will stay with me forever.

I feel ready to take on challenges for my future and see opportunities rather than doubts. I strongly suggest this
exchange experience to anyone interested or unsure. [ would love to help you through this process so if there are
any questions please feel free to ask them now or get in touch with me later.

To have a chat with Katherine, please forward your details - full name, email and
mobile to:

Louise Haberecht

CSU Global Coordinator

E: Ihaberecht@csu.edu.au | P: 02 6338 4621
W: www.csu.edu.au/csuglobal

NB: CSU Global Promotional Assistant will run information sessions on your campus throughout
Session 2. Check when they are on via the CSU Global website — www.csu.edu.au/csuglobal.
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