
Curious 
about...

Master of Arts 
(Religious and Values Education)

Some reasons for studying  
Religious and Values Education 
at CSU:

• CSU’s program has been developed 
in consultation with key professional 
networks

• this course is recognised by 
independent schools and 
denominational systems

• the course is relevant to education 
professionals in a range of contexts 
and provides advanced graduate 
studies for future senior leaders 
in schools

• flexible distance education allows you 
to fit study around your work, family 
and other committments.

What is CSU’s Master of Arts (Religious and Values Education)?
CSU’s Master of Arts (Religious and Values Education) offers students with prior 
Education qualifications an opportunity to acquire knowledge and skills in religious and 
values education. The course is designed to offer a mix of studies including policy and 
context, curriculum content, reflective practice and a project tailored to the student’s 
own context.

The course offers a series of in-depth learning experiences, beginning with a study 
of recent national and international trends in religious and values education. A set of 
subjects then focuses on recent developments in major curriculum areas within the 
broad field of religious and values education including teaching the Bible, philosophy 
of religion, religious ethics and world religions.

Students complete a session of reflective professional practice before proceeding to 
advanced studies in either philosophical and ethical enquiry, or in media, popular culture 
and the arts. The final subject for the course is an individual research project in religious 
and values education.

Why study CSU’s Master of Arts (Religious and Values Education)?
Religious and Values Education is a recent but growing area of activity in Australian 
schools. Once confined to schools operated by religious organisations, it is increasingly 
recognised as an important area of public (government) schools that operate on a 
secular model. In such contexts the emphasis falls on values education rather than 
religious education, although many schools would allocate the time already mandated 
for religious education to this area of activity. 

What will I learn?
Students will acquire advanced knowledge in religious and values education in a range 
of institutional and professional contexts. Through advanced coursework and a research 
project the program integrates theory and professional practice with an in-depth 
understanding of the discipline and serves as a pathway to further learning.

Students will develop a critical understanding of the recent developments, contextual 
challenges, and professional issues relevant to religious and values education. They 
will demonstrate cognitive, technical and creative skills in analysis, critical self reflection 
and evaluation, and professional application of skills and knowledge in specialised and 
complex religious and values education contexts. Students will have the opportunity to 
plan and execute a substantial research-based project.

Career opportunities
This course offers opportunities for the development of pedagogical skills in the 
teaching of religious and values education. It also offers opportunities for professional 
development for teachers of Religious Education (K-12) from all educational 
backgrounds. 

www.csu.edu.au/courses/postgraduate/values_education



For more information about courses and  
how to apply, please contact info.csu:

Freecall in Australia:  1800 334 733 
International callers:  +61 2 6338 6077 
Facsimile:  +61 2 6338 6001
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Studying by distance education 
CSU is Australia’s leading provider of distance education with our comprehensive 
communication system enabling online forums, wikis, blogs, podcasts, access to library 
resources and assignment submission. Distance education aims to deliver a quality 
university education to students who are not able to be physically present on campus. 
With CSU’s flexible study options, you can study from home, work, or anywhere in the 
world, at a time that suits you and your lifestyle.

For more information about distance education, visit: 
www.csu.edu.au/distance-education

About CSU
CSU is a national university focusing on excellence in education for the professions, 
strategic and applied research, and flexible delivery of learning and teaching. We work 
in close association with industry, professions and government to ensure our courses 
meet and support industry needs, resulting in high graduate employment levels and 
starting salaries. We attract more than 38,000 students from Australia and around the 
world and are well-known for our innovative approach to education, offering practical, 
hands-on courses, supported online to provide our students with accessible, world 
class education.

Further information
For more information about CSU’s Master of Arts (Religious and Values Education) 
or to apply, visit: www.csu.edu.au/courses/postgraduate/values_education

“I have 
thoroughly 
enjoyed the 
Religious and 
Values Education 
subjects that 
I have studied 
through CSU. 

They provide a great combination of 
theoretical and practical learning that 
has enhanced both my knowledge and 
skills in lesson preparation and delivery. 
The online format provides flexibility and 
makes it possible to study alongside my 
busy chaplaincy role. The online forums 
have been a beneficial way of connecting 
with other Religious and Values 
Education teachers and sharing ideas 
about subject content and what works 
in the classroom.”

Reverend Rachel Rynehart 
CSU student


