CHART OF ACCOUNTS

The Chart of Accounts is a list of all codes used on the Finance System.  The codes are used to categorise, in various ways, each transaction processed on the system - to enable the retrieval of relevant financial information.

Charles Sturt University uses the Banner Finance System, which operates with the following codes:

· Fund Code

· Organisation Code

· Account Code

· Program Code

· Activity Code

· Location Code

Coding of all transactions must include the appropriate Fund, Organisation. Account and Program codes.  The Activity and Location codes are determined by the Fund/Organisation code used, so are automatically recorded by the Finance System at the time of processing.


The current list of all codes, as well as a separate list for each individual code type, is available in “Chart of Accounts” at http://www.csu.edu.au/division/finserv/policies/framepolicies.htm .


  

The codes operate on a hierarchy system, whereby a higher-level code may be used to report on all codes below it.  Some codes are not used for the coding of transactions – these are referred to as “Non-data-enterable”.  They are only used for summary inquiry and reporting purposes.

Fund Code

The Fund Code identifies the source of funds, particularly where there is a need to provide separate financial statements for the funding involved.  It can also be used where separate costing is required, but where there is no unique Organisation Code, for external fund sources.  Externally funded Research projects are allocated Fund Codes, to enable proper reporting to be available.

Requests for new Fund Codes should be directed to the Director, Department of Finance except for Research codes, which are administered by the Centre for Research and Graduate Training.

Funds Codes are four-digit.  The first digit is alphabetic and indicates the funding category.


Organisation Code

The Organisation Code identifies a unique subset of the University's organisational structure for operational purposes.    It closely follows the official Organisation Chart at the higher levels, but the lowest levels are determined by Primary and Secondary Budget Centre Managers to suit their individual needs for budgetary control.  Generally, the Organisation Code relates to a unit which has staffing and/or physical facilities.

Requests for new Organisation Codes should be directed to the Director, Department of Finance.

Organisation Codes are three-digit numbers.

Account Code


The Account Code is used to classify each transaction by its type (eg income, expenditure) and also by the type of income or expenditure it is, for financial reporting and management control purposes.


Account Codes are mostly three-digit numbers except for the category summary codes, which are two-digit numbers.

Program Code

Program Codes are used to identify transactions relating to programs/projects that may occur across various Fund, Organisation and Account codes.  For example, they may be used to identify all transactions for a consultancy project within an Organisation code, or for an event such as Graduation.

Each Faculty/School/Division/Enterprise has a separate group of Program Codes.  The applicable Budget Centre Manager or nominee may request a new Program Code by using the facility available at the above website. 

Program Codes are four-digit and generally numeric.

Activity Code







The Activity code is used to correctly categorise transactions for DEST reporting; for Research Fund Codes, it indicates the applicable RFCD (Research Fields, Courses and Disciplines) classification.

Location Code








The Location code indicates the campus at which the transaction is processed or, for asset purchases, the physical location of the asset.

