Extract of Academic Senate Minutes of 4 October 2006

*9.2.1
Policy on Graduate and Postgraduate Awards and Subject Levels (Agenda Item 9.2.1 and late paper refer)
AS 06/105



The Academic Senate agreed that:

1.
 the minimum duration/point value for a master degree (that is either in a new area of knowledge or builds upon existing knowledge) be 1 year FTE (64 points) and the  maximum duration/point value be 2 years (128 points);
2.
where a Faculty recommends the approval of a 64 point (i.e. one-year FTE) Master program, the Faculty be required to demonstrate, through the admission and assessment requirements for the program, how the program meets the AQF requirements for designation at a Masters level;
3. all Master programs shall meet the academic and vocational attributes and the educational outcomes listed in the AQF guidelines;
4. where undergraduate subjects are part of a graduate certificate program, that program can only be used as part of the basis for admission to a Master program, not as an articulated course. In such cases the duration of the Master program may be adjusted accordingly i.e. a shorter duration may be appropriate; 
5. all graduate certificates and postgraduate certificates articulated with a one-year Master shall contain only postgraduate (i.e. not undergraduate) subjects;
6. a postgraduate certificate but not postgraduate diploma can articulate with a one-year FTE duration Master;
7. a postgraduate certificate and a postgraduate diploma can articulate with Masters programs that are greater than 64 points (i.e. one-year FTE duration);
8. the minimum time required to take out a professional doctorate award shall be 4 years full-time, for a student with only a 3-year undergraduate degree as the basis for admission. Credit granted in a professional doctorate program shall be calculated on the basis of this rule;
9. both for graduate and postgraduate awards, the minimum admission requirement is a Bachelor degree, or the equivalent skills and knowledge, with the Faculty required to demonstrate how these would be measured in the absence of a Bachelor qualification;
10. in setting the admission requirements for a postgraduate program, faculties shall set admission requirements that allow students admitted into the program to have a reasonable expectation that they will graduate from the program;
11. where subjects from undergraduate courses are used in graduate certificates and diplomas, those subjects shall retain the undergraduate subject code;

12. all non-articulated graduate certificates shall contain a maximum of two standard-weighted subjects at level 1 and a minimum of one standard-weighted subject at level 3 and above;
13. all graduate diplomas articulated with a Master program of greater than 1-year FTE duration shall contain a maximum of two standard-weighted undergraduate subjects;
14. all non-articulated graduate diplomas shall contain a maximum of two standard-weighted level 1 subjects and a minimum of four standard-weighted subjects at level 3 or above;
15. all postgraduate (as opposed to graduate) awards shall not have subjects at lower than level 4;
16. the policy on undergraduate subjects in postgraduate courses outlined in the dot points above will replace the current policy, which specifies only that a specified proportion of undergraduate subjects may be included in graduate certificate (100 per cent), graduate diploma (50 per cent) and master degree (25 per cent) courses;
17.
 subject content and assessment be reflected in the coding of a subject and that subject levels shall be defined as follows;
 
a.       Level 1       introductory
b.      Level 2       building on Level 1
c.       Level 3       building on Level 2 up to a level expected of a graduate of a three year undergraduate degree
d.      Level 4       level expected of a graduate of an undergraduate degree of more than three years duration or in a postgraduate study that goes beyond an undergraduate degree
e.       Level 5       expected to involve a level of analysis or application of knowledge that meets the AQF Masters guidelines
18.
 in a postgraduate course for which a three-year undergraduate degree is the minimum admission requirement, credit shall not be awarded for subjects completed in the fourth year of undergraduate study and delivered at fourth-year level (and usually also coded at level 4) unless the subjects for which credit is given are at a demonstrably equivalent level to the relevant postgraduate subjects;
19. the current policy, in which no credit is possible for the dissertation and/or project in a master degree, be re-affirmed;
20. for all of those recommendations which have implications both for existing and for new courses, the policy shall apply to all new courses that are approved for introduction in Autumn/Trimester 1, 2007 and onwards, and, for existing courses, any course changes which would result from the changes to policy would be required to be implemented at the next major review of the course; and
21.
to note that the working party will seek the advice of the Faculties as to the advantage of introducing an Executive Certificate as an exit point only in Professional Doctorate awards where a candidate can demonstrate the necessity to withdraw, and what would constitute the minimum requirements if such an award was to be introduced.
