Attachment D

Special Consideration for Admission 1997 to 2002

Summary Report on 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000 and 2001 Students’ Progress

(Report prepared  May 2002 by Cheryl Bookallil, Student Equity Officer, Wagga Wagga)

Background

The Special Consideration for Admission (SCA) Committee is a sub committee of Academic Senate convened for the purpose of assessing applications from prospective students for consideration of previous educational disadvantage.  The purpose of this special consideration is to assist these applicants to gain a place in an undergraduate degree course.  

From 2001 the process of assessing applications for Special Consideration, for full time internal study applicants, was completed by UAC under the Educational Access Scheme.  Applications for Special Consideration for Distance education and for part time internal study and VTAC applicants are still considered by CSU’s SCA Committee.

The progress of students admitted to CSU degree courses during 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000 and 2001 after making application for Special Consideration of past educational disadvantage has been consistently monitored.  A check of the student records was recently undertaken with the results as shown on the summary statistics attached.

Support Program Conducted by Student Equity Officers

The students who are subsequently admitted after applying for special consideration for admission are mentored/supported by the Student Equity Officers on the appropriate campus.  This is done by letter, email and telephone contact in their first and second semesters.  The Student Equity Officer acts as a first point of contact for this group to assist any student who requires advice, advocacy and/or referral to other support services.

Comparison with Total CSU Students

At the CELT workshop on Wednesday 31 March 1999 the PVC (Planning and Development) presented retention statistics for CSU showing an overall retention figure, from first to second year of study, covering all modes and faculties of 68%.  

Retention rates for students into subsequent years of study were not presented.  The Special Consideration students appear to have retention rates into their second year of study similar to, or better than, the mainstream intake.  50% of the 1977 intake and many of the 1998 intake have now graduated.

In 2002 there were 191 applicants who subsequently became enrolled students at CSU after applying for consideration of past disadvantage; either through the EAS scheme or directly to the university through the SCA program.

EAS Scheme (UAC) applicants

Degree program
177

Direct (SCA) applicants


Degree program
8







Diploma

1







Associate Student
5

The 2001 intake of students under EAS and SCA had the best retention rate ever of 89.5% into the 2002 academic year.

The 2000 intake of Special Consideration for Admission students had a very good retention rate with 80% of these students remaining active students into 2001.  Retention into 2002 fell to 67%.

The 1999 intake of Special Consideration for Admission students had the best retention rate with 82% of these students remaining active students into 2000.  Retention rate into 2001 remains at 76% with 2% having graduated.  Active students in 2002 plus graduates made up 76% of this group.  Three graduated with distinction, two enrolled in an honours program and 3 are completing a Graduate Diploma.

The 1998 intake of Special Consideration for Admission students had 67% of these students remaining active students into 1999.  Many of these students withdrew from their study programs during 1999 and the retention into 2000 dropped to only 54%.  However, (40%) remain active students in 2001 and 12.5% have graduated.  One student transferred to another university and two students are now undertaking PostGraduate study with CSU.   36% of this group have graduated and 10% remain active students in 2002.

The 1997 intake of Special Consideration for Admission students were not monitored into 1998 but had 63% retention into 1999.  This figure fell to 61% in 2000. In 2001 19% are still active students and 37% have graduated. One of the 1997 students two graduated with distinction and one graduated with honours.  Almost 50% of this group have now graduated and only two students remain in 2002.

Conclusions

1
Students admitted to CSU after applying to the Special Consideration for Admission Committee, for assistance with their admission, has similar, or better, retention rates to other students admitted under normal conditions.

2. The support program undertaken by the Student Equity Officers is having a measurable impact on retention rates of this identified sub-set of the CSU student body.

Recommendations

1 That the Student Equity Office should continue to monitor the retention and success rates of the students admitted to CSU after applying for consideration of past educational disadvantage.

2 That the Student Equity Officers should continue to offer mentoring and support to the students admitted to CSU after applying for consideration of past educational disadvantage.

SUMMARY STATISTICS  

Retention of 1997, 1998, 1999, 200 and 2001 cohorts into the 2002 academic year

	1997 cohort Progress statistics 1999 (n = 41)

Not yet enrolled in ’99

4       (10%)




Withdrawn from study

7       (17%)

Excluded from study

1         (2%)

ALOA in Autumn ’99

3         (7%)

active students ‘99*

26   (63%)*


	1997 cohort Progress statistics 2000 (n = 41)

Withdrawn from study

14  (34%)

Excluded from study

1    (2%)

ALOA in Autumn 2000

0     (0%)

Graduated (with distinction)
1     (2%)

active students 2000

25   61(%)
	1997 cohort Progress statistics 2001 (n = 41)

Withdrawn from study

17  (41%)

Excluded from study

1     (2%)

ALOA in Autumn 2001

0      (0%)

active students 2001

8     19(%)

Graduated (37%)                        15

Grad with DI =1,  Grad with hons = 1 
	1997 cohort Progress statistics 2002 (n = 41)

Withdrawn from study

17  (41%)

Excluded from study

2     (5%)

ALOA in Autumn 2002

0      (0%)

active students 2002

2     5(%)

Graduated (49%)                        20

Grad with DI =2,  Grad with hons = 1 


*Note: statistics were not calculated for retention for ’97 cohort from ’97 to ’98

	1998 cohort Progress statistics 1999 (n = 48)

Not yet enrolled in ’99

4     (8%)

Withdrawn from study

8     (17%)

Excluded from study

2      (4%)

ALOA in Autumn ’99

2      (4%)

active students ‘99

32     (67%)
	1998 cohort Progress statistics 2000 (n = 48)

Not enrolled in 2000

1     (2%)

Withdrawn from study

17   (36%)

Excluded from study

3      (6%)

active students 2000

27  (56%)
	1998 cohort Progress statistics 2001 (n = 48)

Withdrawn from study
           18 (37.5%)

Excluded from study

3     (6%)

ALOA in Autumn 2001

1     (2%)

active students 2001

19   (40%)

Graduated 
                          6     (12.5%)

Trans other uni = 1,  PG = 1
	1998 cohort Progress statistics 2002 (n = 48)

Withdrawn from study
             22 (46%)

Excluded from study

3   (6%)

ALOA in Autumn 2002

0   (0%)

active students 2002

5   (10%)

Graduated 
                          17    (36%)

Trans other uni = 1,  PG = 2
	


	1999 cohort Progress statistics 2000 (n = 103)

Did not enrol ‘99

               6     (6%)

Withdrawn from study

11   (11%)

ALOA in Autumn 2000

1      (1%)

AssStudent Prog. Complete
1      (1%)

active students 2000

84    (82%)
	1999 cohort Progress statistics 2001 (n=103)

Withdrawn from study

16   (16%)

active students 2001

78   (76%)

Graduated                                         2     (2%)
	1999 cohort Progress statistics 2002 (n=103)

Withdrawn from study

20  (19%)

Excluded from study

1      (1%)

active students 2002

43  (42%)

Graduated                                    33       (32%)

Grad with DI =3,  hons = 2, G.Dip = 3


	2000 cohort Progress statistics 2001 (n = 171)

Did not enrol


2   (1.17%)

Withdrawn from study
              27    (16%)

Excluded from study

2    (1.17%)

ALOA



2   (1. 17%)

AssStudent


1     (0.5%)

active students 2001

137  (80%)


	2000 cohort Progress statistics 2002 (n=171)

Did not enrol


2  (1.17%)

Withdrawn from study

47  (27%)

Excluded from study

6  (3.5%)

active students 2002

114 (67%)

AssStudent Complete                        1    (0.5%

Graduated                                       1     (0.5%)
	


	2001 cohort Progress statistics 2002 (n = 154)

Did not enrol


6      (3.9%)

Withdrawn from study

7      (4.5%)

Probation
                            2       (1.3%)

ALOA


             2       (1. 3%)

active students 2002
          137     (89.5%)


	
	

	2002 Intake 


(n = 191)

EAS Scheme (UAC)





Degree program

177

Direct applicants




Degree program

8


Diploma


1


Associate Student

5





	
	


