CSU Interact Phase One available for use

CSU Interact is designed to provide an online, collaborative, scholarly environment for CSU to support research and project collaboration, learning and teaching and professional development. CSU Interact is based on the Sakai framework. Sakai is developed cooperatively by a world wide collection of higher education institutions using the community source model. 
The scholarly environment has been designed with the following characteristics: 
· Technical and functional Integration  
· Consistency  
· Silo-less – can operate across organisational boundaries;

· Supportive of Ad-hoc usage  
· Single point of access
For a fuller description of this integrated environment see:
http://www.csu.edu.au/division/landt/interact
The introduction of CSU Interact is a multi-phased initiative:

 
Phase One: Online project and research collaboration

 

The first phase version of CSU Interact is available for use by full time staff at http://interact.csu.edu.au . DIT is planning training for the project and research collaboration environment (Phase One) and will advertise sessions on What’s New as they become available. 
Phase Two: Integrated and extended Online Learning Environment (OLE).

The second phase of this initiative is aimed at building on the existing collaboration foundation to develop a system to support online learning and teaching. Work on this phase is underway and is being facilitated through the Online Learning Environment (OLE) Programme. 
The advent of support for online Learning & Teaching within the CSU Interact environment will bring with it the availability of a number of new tools. The second phase release will also see improvements to a number of existing tools with the upgrade to version 2.4 of Sakai.

All tools will be integrated with CSU administrative systems, A number of CSU’s own online tools and resources will also be integrated with the CSU Interact environment.

During 2007 the OLE Programme Team will undertake the integration and customisation of the base Sakai framework and also conduct a number of pilots of particular learning and teaching tools. In addition to the training provided by DIT, CELT will be responsible for extensive school-based professional development in the second half of the year to assist academics in the use of CSU Interact in their subjects from 2008. This extended, integrated online learning environment will be available from January 2008.  
More information about the OLE implementation (Phase Two) will be made available via “What’s New?” and on the http://www.csu.edu.au/division/landt/interact website as the OLE Programme progresses. 
In May the Director of CELT will be giving presentations on the Flexible Learning and CSU Interact initiatives (watch What’s New for further information). 
