
 

 

August 2009  

Welcome to Communiqué and to the School of Communication. 

Welcome to this issue of Communiqué, the newsletter of the School of Communication at Charles 

Sturt University.  Twice a year you will receive Communiqué, an update of what is happening in the 

School, handy hints if you have deferred, the achievements of our students, as well as insights into 

the day-to-day happenings in class and on campus. Whether you have chosen to defer this year, are 

a current student, or a past student and a member of our alumni, we consider you a member of our 

School of Communication family and we would like to stay in touch with you. 

O Week 2009 was a blast! 
O Week lived up to its reputation as being an 

exciting and informative first week at CSU in 

mid February.  For those of you who have not 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀƴ άh ²ŜŜƪέΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ  ŀǎ 

a new student to become familiar with your 

surroundings, to meet fellow students and 

teachers and to enjoy all the University has to 

offer in terms of a great social environment. 

We believe that coming to CSU is both an 

outstanding academic experience and an 

exciting life experience. 

 

 

Here are some thoughts from your fellow  CSU 

students on O Week: 

άL ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōǳǘ 

ƴƻǿ L ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

άL ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ of people and the confidence 

L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇΦέ 

ά! ǿŜŜƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

Ǉǳǘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƻƴŜΦέ 

 



 
  

 

Reflections on a Gap Year by SOC Students 

CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀ ΨƎŀǇΩ ȅŜŀǊ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘey want to do with their lives and 

where they would like to further their education. Current School of Communication students talk about 

the value of this year to them. 

Carly enjoying her gap year in America Emma (centre) painting the school in Africa 

 

Carly Pieper ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƎŀǇ ȅŜŀǊΥ ά!ŦǘŜǊ 

hearing a lot about the CCUSA Camp Counsellor 

program I decided that I would really like it as it 

involved working with children, meeting people 

from all over the world, and most importantly, it 

looked like so much FUN!   

I had the time of my life.  I made friends from all 

over the world, experienced American culture, 

gained new physical and life skills, travelled 

extensively and met up with friends along the way.   

It was more than just a job, or a holiday.  It was an 

enriching cultural experience, where I was pushed 

at points, experienced new and exciting things.  

Looking back, it really prepared me for university 

ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ /{¦Φέ 

 

 

 

Emma Hartley in AFRICA.  After graduating in 

2006 I took a gap year to go travelling before 

starting university.   

In 2007, I went to Africa for 4 weeks with an 

organisation called The Australian Youth 

Development Program.  A group of 25 young 

Australians met in Kenya and travelled by bus to 

the town of Moshi, in Tanzania.  Here we worked 

with the Nelson Mandela Primary School, 

painting the front walls, teaching the children, 

and even having home-stays with the teachers.   

A lot of people believe that if they have a year off 

they will never go back to studying, but I found 

that it had the opposite effect.  I gained so much 

from travelling and really matured in my year off 

that now I really know what I want to do and 

which university I want to do it at. 

 

 

 

Carly enjoying her gap year with friends in America 

Emma (centre) painting the school in Africa 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOC - first preference! 

2009 again proved that the School of Communication is the first preference for students wishing to 

undertake a degree in Communication and a career in their chosen field. The School exceeded 

undergraduate enrolment targets for 2009 in Advertising, Public Relations & Organisational 

Communication, Journalism, Commercial Radio and Theatre/Media, as well as in our two double 

degrees. In addition we have a number of students who have accepted an offer but have opted to 

defer to start with us in 2010. This year we were pleased to welcome a growing number of 

international students into our degree courses, including our very first student from Sunway 

University College in Malaysia. 

myDay. Your university for a day 

Held in mid March, myDay welcomed students 

from high schools in the Central West of NSW to 

experience life as a School of Communication 

student ς for a day.  They interacted with our 

current students in tutorial and workshop 

activities doing what our first, second, and third 

year students do.  A great day and a great 

introduction to student life at CSU. 

iDay09 August 29 at the Powerhouse! 

Each year, the School of Communication holds an 

information day ς iDay at the Powerhouse 

Museum in Sydney.  Hundreds of prospective 

School of Communication students and their 

parents attend to learn more about the 

University, the School and the courses available. 

At iDay you are introduced to life at CSU and then 

you have an opportunity to talk one-to-one with 

the course coordinators of all of our courses.  Ask 

as many questions as you like. We realise that 

deciding to come to university is a huge decision, 

so we are here to help with information on 

course selection, the application process, even 

the selection of the accommodation that best 

suits you.  We look forward to meeting you . 

 

 

 

 

 

This year iDay09 is on Saturday 29 August.  

Visit: www.csu.edu.au/special/iday for details. 

Prospective students meet iDay Course Coordinators 

 

 Presentation at iDay at the Powerhouse Museum 

 

http://www.csu.edu.au/special/iday


 
  

Industry Interaction 

An annual two day excursion to Sydney to visit 
and speak with a range of public relations 
practitioners is one of the final year highlights. 

This field trip emphasises the strong links 
between leading professionals at organisations 
such as Westpac internal communications, 
Transfield corporate communication, Burson-
Marsteller and the Ogilvy World-Wide PR group 
and the School of Communication Public 
Relations and Organisational Communication 
discipline team.  

The group of over 30 students also visited 
specialty rural communication company 
Cox+Inall where recent graduate Kate Lahey 
(who came from Bathurst) gave a detailed case 
study of a major national rural launch of a 
Federal government initiative. Cox+Inall are also 
a scholarship provider for PR students.  

The large number of people responsible for staff 
communication at Westpac surprised many 
(more than 15), and at Burson-Marstellar, two 
graduates, Pip Goldsmith and Perri Muddle 
provided details of a day in the life of a graduate 
in an international consultancy.  The group also 
attended the Public Relations Institute of 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ 
of membership and to reinforce the links 
between the professional body and the 
University (as the PRIA accredits CSU Public 
Relations courses).  

 

 

/{¦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ άǾŜǊȅ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘέ 
ǎŀȅǎ ¢±Ωǎ aƛƪŜ aǳƴǊƻ   

Veteran journalist Mike Munro has praised 
Charles Sturt University journalism students 
after two productive visits to the Bathurst 
campus. 

ά/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ǘǳǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ƘŜ 
said during a live interview broadcast from the 
ƻƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǘǳŘƛƻΣ άL ŎŀƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ǘǳǊǘΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
and the students have certainly not 
disappointŜŘΦέ 

hƴ aƛƪŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜŘ ¢± 
current affairs project ideas to him and he gave 
advice on the best ways to tell their stories for 
television. On his return two weeks later Mike 
viewed what the students had done and gave 
further feedback on their work. 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ƛǎ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŦŜŜƭΦ LΩƳ ŀƭǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΦέ 

Mike says he wants to keep coming back and 
gave these tips for journalism success:  

άtŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ /ǳǊiosity. Good talkers. People 
who are compassionate ς who can be 
humanitarian but have a slightly tough edge as 
ǿŜƭƭΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛƎ ǳǇ ƎƻƻŘ 
ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦέ 

 

PR students visit the PRIA Office in Oxford Street 

 

aƛƪŜ aǳƴǊƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ /{¦Ωǎ WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 


