MEDIA RELEASE
9 February 2012

​​​​​​​​​​ 
Second crop of canola poses a huge risk

The planting of a second crop of canola in the same ground needs to be avoided at all cost as there is a huge risk of it succumbing to blackleg disease.  
This was one of the key messages to emerge from a conference dedicated to the number one canola threat held at Wagga Wagga on Tuesday.
All sections of the industry were represented at the well attended event which heard the latest research and control measures to fight blackleg.
The conference was jointly hosted by Ag Institute Australia and the EH Graham Centre for Agricultural Innovation (a strategic research alliance between Charles Sturt University and NSW Department of Primary Industries).
One of the leaders of the national blackleg research group Dr Steve Marcroft said the current high price for canola could tempt farmers and their advisers to consider planting crops back into the same paddock this year. 
With blackleg spores carrying over in crop residue from the last harvest, there was an extremely high risk of crop failure.
Not only could the farmer lose his crop, the practice threatened to break down the disease resistance of canola varieties which would be a huge setback for the industry.
Dr Marcroft, from Marcroft Grains Pathology at Horsham in Victoria, said successful blackleg control relied on a multi facet strategy which included selecting resistant varieties, good farm cultural practices and use of fungicides. 
“There is no magic bullet when it comes to blackleg. Every farm growing canola needs to have a plan matched to the level of disease risk.”
Dr Marcroft said the national blackleg research group, coordinated through the University of Melbourne and funded by the Grains Research and Development Corporation, had been active for almost a decade.
This work was vital if the industry in Australia was going to develop to meet the demand for canola oil. 
“Blackleg fungus can be quite devastating if there is no control strategy in place.”
Dr Marcroft said researchers were on the verge of a major breakthrough.  
All cultivars have been placed into groups based on their resistance complement. Blackleg will most likely overcome resistance if cultivars with the same resistance complement are sown in close proximity for three years or more. By rotating resistance groups, growers can avoid resistance breakdown and reduce disease severity. 
This information would be released to industry in the spring.
“We want to get this information out every year so farmers can make informed selection of varieties for their next planting. It has the potential to make a real difference,” Dr Marcroft said.
-ends-

For more information and photos:

Graham Centre: Toni Nugent, Mobile: 0417 433 982

Ag Institute Australia: Gordon Collie, Mobile:  0409 473343

Dr Steve Marcroft, Marcroft Grains Pathology, Phone: 03 5381 2294

About the Australian Institute of Agricultural Science and Technology

The Australian Institute of Agricultural Science and Technology (AIAST) is committed to promoting the advancement of Australian Agriculture and Natural Resource Management in accord with sound scientific developments, and represents professionals involved in these areas. The AIAST has taken the lead in development of professional standards, accreditation process and a code of ethics for members.
Further information www.aginstitute.com.au
About the Graham Centre

Established in 2005, the Graham Centre is a strategic research alliance between Charles Sturt University (CSU) and the NSW Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI). The Centre’s vision is to be the Australian Centre of Excellence (national ‘go to’ centre or hub) for temperate mixed farming systems, addressing the challenges of food security, biosecurity and adaptation to climate change. Improved collaboration between CSU and NSW DPI aims to provide a better RD&E product and investment proposition for all stakeholders through first class research, graduate training and greater impacts on industry.

Further information www.grahamcentre.net
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