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Fleabane a cross border weed issue

​​​​​​​​​​Fleabane is fast becoming a major weed of economic importance in crops and pastures in southern Australia. 

The latest information on fleabane and its management is the target of a workshop to be hosted by the EH Graham Centre (an alliance between Charles Sturt University (CSU) and the NSW Department of Primary Industries) at Wagga Wagga on 21-22 March. The workshop is part of a national fleabane research project funded by GRDC and lead by Dr Michael Widderick from DEEDI, Queensland.
“The workshop will provide an opportunity for researchers and advisers to present their findings and discuss practical fleabane management issues with local farmers,” explained Dr Hanwen Wu, Graham Centre member and co-organiser of the workshop.

Experts in the field will address the latest practical advice and information on fleabane, including the biology and ecology of fleabane species, estimated impact, dispersal mechanisms and management in fallow, crop and pasture. Other issues to be discussed include glyphosate resistance in fleabane, adjuvants and spray application on mature fleabane and potential biocontrol options. 

“Fleabane is one of the major difficult to control weeds in northern New South Wales and southern Queensland but over the past five years has gradually crept into the major cropping areas of southern NSW. The highly adaptable plant has thrived in recent years with individual mature plants able to set millions of seeds,” explained Dr Wu.

“The rapid spread of fleabane infestations is in part due to a lack of understanding of the weed and limited control options. Integrated weed management holds the key to reducing the impact of fleabane on crop production.”

“The workshop will attract Australian fleabane experts, and with a strong focus on practical issues facing farmers and advisers, will help develop research strategies for effective management in mixed farming systems,” said Dr Wu.
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For further information or interviews contact:

Dr Hanwen Wu, Senior Research Scientist – Weed Biology, Ph: 02 6938 1602 or Toni Nugent, Research Liaison Officer – Communications, Ph: 0417 433 982.

Photo available by contacting Toni Nugent.

About the Graham Centre

Established in 2005, the Graham Centre is a strategic research alliance between Charles Sturt University (CSU) and the NSW Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI). The Centre’s vision is to be the Australian Centre of Excellence (national ‘go to’ centre or hub) for temperate mixed farming systems, addressing the challenges of food security, biosecurity and adaptation to climate change. Improved collaboration between CSU and NSW DPI aims to provide a better RD&E product and investment proposition for all stakeholders through first class research, graduate training and greater impacts on industry.

About the National Fleabane Research Project 

This GRDC project commenced in 2009 and involves the combined efforts of researchers from NSW DPI and DEEDI. Research focused on the improved control of this weed using chemical and non-chemical tactics. An outcome of this will be cleaner crops and fallows with more moisture conserved for improved crop yields. Various aspects of the project include; pre-emergence control, double knocking in fallows, in-crop competition and herbicides and fence line management. Data from the herbicide experiments will be collated and given to federal regulators and chemical companies, aiding with label registrations – a critical advancement as very few herbicides are registered for fleabane. Extension materials and findings from this project will further empower growers to make the best decision in relation to managing this weed.
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