Background notes on speakers for Taking the Heat Out of Prescribed Burning public forum and contact details
Professor Bruce Shindler

Prof Shindler from Oregon State University’s Department of Forest Resources in the U.S is one of the leading social researchers of forest management. He is the author of a recent book Two Paths Toward Sustainable Forests: Public Values in Canada and the United States examining forest management in North America and has produced a  DVD, Communication Strategies for Fire Management which highlights successful citizen-agency partnerships in the U.S. His research interests include social values of natural resources, public agency-community interactions, social aspects of wildland fire management, and communication strategies. The College of Forestry’s Outstanding Research Professor in 2005 Prof Shindler is currently researching social responses to ecosystem management practices in the Pacific Northwest, public acceptance of wildland fire management and fuel reduction practices, and agency communication strategies and local partnerships. He can be contacted by email on bruce.shindler@oregonstate.edu or by phone on (541) 737 3299. 
Peter Farrell, Manager Fire North East, DSE 

Peter holds a Masters and Honours degree in Forest Science, and has worked in the field of natural resource management for over 30 years.  In his early career he was involved in forest research projects which examined pine plantation productivity and the impact of forest practices on water quality and yield.  He then became involved in catchment management, and for a number of years lead implementation of the dryland salinity, water quality and protection of native vegetation programs across the Goulburn Broken and North East catchments.  This was in the era of the birth of Landcare, NHT and Catchment Management Authorities. 

In late 2001 Peter took on the job of Manager Fire, North East Region little realising that some 12 months later Victoria would face some of the worst bushfires in living memory.  Peter coordinated the north-east Victorian part of the response for the 55 days over which the 2003 Alpine Fires ran.  His fire management responsibility extends over some 1.5 million hectares of public land in north-east Victoria, which includes both parks and forests. Fire management covers a continuum from preparedness, prevention and response, through to recovery.  Since the 2003 Alpine Fires his major focus has been around implementing the recommendations from the Esplin Inquiry, in particular ensuring that there is more meaningful and better engagement with communities plus increasing the area treated by prescribed burning. This requires developing and maintaining relationships with not only the communities that directly abut public land, but also a wide range of stakeholders such as local government, tourism industry, and vignerons who also have an interest in fire management on public land. He can be contacted by email on Peter.farrell@dse.vic.gov.au or by phone on Ph: (03) 5761 1613 or Mobile: 0418 306 300 
Dr Ian Lunt, principal researcher, Institute for Land, Water and Society,  Charles Sturt University

Dr Ian Lunt is a senior lecturer in the Institute for Land, Water and Society at  CSU Albury. He has a long interest in fire ecology, and has worked on projects assessing how two of Victoria’s biggest fires (in 1983 and 2003) affected bushland plants, plus ongoing research on how fire regimes affect native grasslands and woodlands. Dr Lunt teaches fire ecology to park and land management students at Charles Sturt University. In his presentation, Dr Lunt will describe how different fire frequencies (including fuel reduction burning) affect native plants and natural ecosystems. He can be contacted on ilunt@csu.edu.au or by phone on 02 60519624.

John Boal, Manager Community Safety North East area CFA
John, who is based at Wangaratta, has worked for the CFA in a full-time paid position for the past 22 years. Prior to his appointment as Manager Community Safety six years ago, he held the rank of Operations Manager for Victoria’s North West area. After spending 16 years in fire fighting operations, he sees his current role as "evolution of the next era for fire services". "It's about changing communities’ perceptions and creating informed decision making in communities,, says John who can be contacted by email on j.boal@cfa.vic.gov.au or on 0357 214122.

 
