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“Taking the heat out of prescribed burning”

Is prescribed burning a good thing or not? How do you resolve potential conflicts between impacts on tourism and public health with its role in bushfire management and the ecological health of our forests?

These are the kind of questions that will be open for discussion in a public seminar “Taking the heat out of prescribed burning” presented by Charles Sturt University’s Institute for Land, Water and Society on Tuesday, August 15 at the Nowik Theatre, Guinea St., Albury from 6 to 8pm.

As Prof Allan Curtis, director of the Institute for Land, Water and Society says: “I don’t see that the debate on prescribed burning being is at all well-informed. What we are trying to do is facilitate that process.”

The evening will look at the questions around prescribed burning which include what is its role in terms of bushfire management and maintaining ecological health; and, if prescribed burning is a useful tool, how do we resolve some of the tensions caused by potential negative impacts on tourism and public health.

“There are competing values at stake here around ecological issues, protection of assets and life, and impacts on tourism and public health,” says Prof Curtis. “We are in a region where tourism is becoming increasingly important and we are seeing more and more people seeking to live in the rural areas around Albury-Wodonga. We need to fully discuss the issue of prescribed burning, consider all stakeholders’ views and look at what the ‘trade-offs’ might be and how these can be best managed.”

The evening will feature four speakers who will talk from different perspectives on the issue, followed by a panel discussion with a public “question and answer” session.

Prof Bruce Shindler, a social scientist from Oregon State University in the United States will provide an international perspective on prescribed burning and discuss his research on enhancing its social acceptability.

The other three speakers are:

· Peter Farrell, Manager Fire North-East (Department of Sustainability and Environment): What is prescribed burning? When is it used and why? Resolving potential conflicts with other forest values.

· John Boal,  Manager Community Safety, North-East area (Country Fire Authority): Future fire management for the CFA-empowering communities

· Dr Ian Lunt, ecologist (Charles Sturt University): The role of fire in forest ecology. Are ecological values enhanced or compromised by prescribed burning?

“Everyone is welcome to attend the evening as we are keen to have as much discussion as possible, and intend to have representatives from the health professions and tourism industries as well,” says Prof Curtis who will chair the evening which includes light refreshments.  For catering purposes, please RSVP on 1800 671260.
ends

For all media enquiries please contact Margrit Beemster on 0260 51965 or by email on mbeemster@csu.edu.au.
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