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Wednesday, November 14, 2007

NEW ECOTOURISM BOOK
A new book that looks at quality assurance tools and certification programs in ecotourism will be a valuable guide for new and existing ecotourism operators world-wide.

Edited by Dr Rosemary Black from Charles Sturt University (and co-editor Dr Alice Crabtree) the book, Quality Assurance and Certification in Ecotourism, is the fifth in a series of books on ecotourism published by CABI, a UK Publisher.
Dr Black, a social scientist with CSUs Institute for Land, Water and Society, said the book has developed from her research on certification of ecotour guides.

“However the book is much broader than that and includes information on quality assurance and certification for different aspects of ecotourism operations like transport, tours and accommodation,” said Dr Black who spent four years working on the book.

Other than chapters she has written herself, the book includes contributions from authors around the world including the UK, Australia, America, the South Pacific, South Africa and South America.

“For example one of chapters looks at a certification program for tour boats that work around the Galapagos Islands; another looks at what are the elements that make eco-lodges successful,” said Dr Black.

She said the book would be useful for students studying tourism; other academics and researchers; and people working in the ecotourism industry. 
“A lot of the case studies of programs that are presented in the book include lessons and experiences that people can learn from and hopefully apply to their own particular aspect of the ecotourism industry,” she said.

Australia has been at the cutting edge of all aspects of ecotourism since it came to the fore 15 years ago and was the first country to produce a national ecotourism plan.

“If people are going to promote themselves as ecotourism they need to have a high quality product which meets all the criteria, for example the operation is small-scale, has a minimal impact on the environment, contains an element of education or interpretation…they need to understand what the principles of ecotourism are and ensure they are implemented in the way they deliver their ecotourism product,” said Dr Black. 

The book will be launched by Professor Gail Whiteford, Head of Campus, CSU Albury-Wodonga, on Tuesday, November 20 at 12 noon at the Gums Café, Thurgoona. After lunch (at 12.30pm), tours of the award-wining sustainable campus will be available. Members of the public are welcome to this free event but for catering purposes please RSVP to Kris Deegan on kdeegan@csu.edu.au or phone 0260 519 992.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For further information or to organise an interview with Dr Rosemary Black please contact Margrit Beemster, communications coordinator with the Institute for Land, Water and Society on 0260 591 653 or mbeemster@csu.edu.au; or Dr Black direct on 0260 519 983 or rblack@csu.edu.au
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