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A joint undertaking of researchers from Charles Sturt University and the University 
of New England, in partnership with the NSW Department of Education and Train-
ing, the NSW Rural (Teacher) Education Project’s focus was on teacher education, 
broadly conceived, and rural schooling in inland NSW. What were the conditions 
providing for and constraining quality teaching and learning in inland rural schools? 
What ‘productive partnerships’ were desirable in order to promote quality educa-
tional outcomes in rural schools? What challenges and opportunities were pre-
sented for teacher education, from on-campus programs to in-service professional 
development? To what extent was quality teaching for rural schooling ideally a mat-
ter of co-production on the part of the employer bodies and teacher education pro-
viders? 

This monograph is a key outcome of the Project, the main work of which was con-
ducted from 2002 to the beginning of 2005. It provides, firstly, a rich profile of teach-
ing, learning and schooling in inland rural schools, ‘West of the Great Divide’. This 
is followed by a selection of accounts of different aspects of rural (teacher) educa-
tion in the period in question. from school staffing through to Aboriginal education. 
A key feature is the importance of considerations of place and space. Overall, the 
monograph is a case study of the state of play in rural schooling and teacher edu-
cation in the first decade of the 21

st
 century. 
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