
COURSE STRUCTURE
The residential Fire Investigation short course articulates with 
the following postgraduate awards:

Graduate Certificate in Fire Investigation
Three compulsory subjects and one restricted elective subject:

Session 1
JST415	 Fire Investigation 1 or one-week residential course
[         ]	 Restricted Elective
Session 2
JST416	 Fire Investigation 2
JST417	 Psychological Aspects of Arson

Graduate Diploma of Fire Investigation
Two compulsory subjects and one restricted elective subject:
Session 3
JST484	 Structures and Effects of Fire
[         ] 	 Restricted Elective
Session 4
JST488 	 Specialist Fire Investigations (16 points)

Master of Arts (Fire Investigation)
Two compulsory subjects:
Session 5
JST530 	 Dissertation Proposal and Research Methodologies  

(16 points)
Session 6
JST531 	 Dissertation (16 points)
Restricted Electives
JST313 	 Investigative Interviewing
JST316 	 Ethics and Professional Practice for Investigators
JST410 	 Investigations Management 1
JST411 	 Investigations Management 2
JST455 	 Wildfire Investigation
JST486 	 Human Behaviour and Fire
FEES AND CHARGES
This course is fee paying. The fees cover tuition, resource 
material and any relevant statutory charges. The fee does not 
cover personal accommodation and meals when attending 
the workshop.

Refunds
Refunds will only be made where the request for cancellation 
is received 10 days prior to commencement of the course, 
less an administration charge of $150 per participant.  
Cancellation occurring after this time will lead to forfeiture 
of the course fee. Another member of an organisation 
may be nominated to attend in lieu of forfeiture, however 
the substitute’s name must be supplied to the Program 
Coordinator at CSU at least two business days prior to the 
commencement date of the course. Cancellations must be 
made in writing and it is the responsibility of the participant or 
his/her organisation to confirm that the written cancellation 
has been received by the Centre.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information regarding the Centre for Investigative 
Studies & Crime Reduction or the courses offered through the 
Centre, visit our website: www.csu.edu.au/special/ciscr or 
contact the Program Coordinator.
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CHARLES STURT UNIVERSITY
With five campuses at Albury-Wodonga, Bathurst, Dubbo, 
Orange and Wagga Wagga, CSU is a dynamic and 
progressive university that has an international reputation 
for excellence. CSU is challenging traditional approaches to 
teaching with flexible learning systems that have placed it 
at the forefront of communication technology and enabled 
students from isolated regions of the country and around the 
globe to access quality resources and education.

Charles Sturt University is Australia’s largest provider of tertiary 
programs in policing, investigations and intelligence, with 
more than 2,500 students currently enrolled in these areas. The 
programs owe much of their success to strong industry links 
and collaboration with practitioners.

RESIDENTIAL COURSE OVERVIEW
This course has been developed in collaboration with  
industry and Charles Sturt University. It has been designed as a 
five-day advanced intensive workshop plus one-day scenario 
for practitioners in fire investigation.

Upon successful completion of the Fire Investigation short 
course, participants will be issued with a ‘Certificate of 
Attainment’ from the Centre for Investigative Studies & Crime 
Reduction at Charles Sturt University.

COURSE OUTCOMES
The course aims to enhance the skills and knowledge of 
experienced fire investigators with regard to:

current best practice in fire investigation
information and intelligence gathering
management and evaluation of investigations
ethical practice in fire investigation and management
current legal issues in fire investigation
risk management and fire prevention
emerging issues in fire investigation
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Participants will be involved in case studies relevant to their 
area of specialisation. The case studies will be designed in 
collaboration with practitioners together with the University. 
Participants will also be involved in practical evaluation and 
assessment of a possible fire scene.

COURSE CONTENT
The Fire Investigation course is delivered using interactive 
presentations, case studies and practical exercises. The 
following areas are covered in detail:

introduction to fire investigation
chemistry and combustion
preliminary information and observations
safety at the scene
scene preservation
witness interviews
photography and note-taking
fire patterns
fire origin and cause
motor vehicle fires
electrical fires
explosives and explosions
investigation of death by fire
motives
bushfire investigation
human behaviour in fires
fire investigation canines
courtroom procedures

ACADEMIC COORDINATOR
Tracey Green is a former British police officer currently 
working for Charles Sturt University. Tracey has a research 
Master degree in Social Science and previously held the 
post of Operational Detective Inspector. She has 20 years 
police experience – almost all of which has been served as a 
detective. 
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STAFF
Drawn from industry and the University, a wide range of 
professionals provide the program with qualified expertise and 
experience in areas such as:

fire investigations
investigative interviewing
prosecution and defence techniques
ethics and law 
investigation management
compliance
intelligence
forensic document examination
chemistry and combustion 

FURTHER STUDY
Students who have successfully completed the Fire 
Investigation short course, plus a further post-course 
assignment, will be eligible for credit towards the Graduate 
Certificate and Graduate Diploma of Fire Investigation  
(see overleaf). 

DATES AND VENUE
As this course has been designed to meet the needs of 
operational practitioners, dates and venues for the course 
are set well in advance. Should it be necessary to deliver 
a specific course for an organisation, this can be arranged 
and tailored to the client’s needs. However, the University 
requires four weeks notice prior to the preferred date of 
commencement to make the necessary arrangements  
to conduct the course.

For an up-to-date list of future course dates and 
availability please contact the Program Coordinator.
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