
CHARLES STURT UNIVERSITY 
DEVELOPMENT OF AN ORAL HEALTH CURRICULUM 

 PRACTITIONER SURVEY 
 

Are you a: 
 

  Hygienist 
  Therapist 
  Oversight Dentist/Dental Officer 

 
For each item, select the answer that 
corresponds to the word or phrase that 
describes the importance you place on this 
item in terms of inclusion in the CSU oral 
health curriculum: 

Very 
Important 

(A) 

Quite 
Important 

(B) 

 
Somewhat 
Important 

(C) 

Not 
particularly 
Important 

(D) 

Totally 
Unimportant 

(E) 

1. Utilise ethical reasoning in the practice of 
dentistry      

2. Communicate with and provide care to a diverse 
population of patients and carers      

3. Utilise critical thinking in decision making 
processes involved in patient care      

4. Utilise scientific knowledge in decision making 
processes involved in patient care      

5. Demonstrate self-assessment skills in 
maintaining competency      

6. Obtain informed consent for all oral health 
therapies      

7. Assess and collate relevant patient’s medical, 
psychological and social history       

8. Secure a dental history that includes chief 
complaint, patient expectations, past dental 
history 

     

9. Communicate effectively with other professionals 
regarding the care of patients      

10. Perform an examination of the hard and soft 
tissues of the head and neck       

11. Request appropriate dental radiographs      

12. Obtain appropriate dental radiographs      

13. Interpret appropriate dental radiographs       

14. Assess the risk for and presence of caries and 
periodontal disease and other oral conditions and 
behaviors that may impact on quality of oral 
health   

     

15. Formulate a treatment plan and alternatives 
based on relevant findings and individual patient 
considerations 
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For each item, select the answer that 
corresponds to the word or phrase that 
describes the importance you place on this 
item in terms of inclusion in the CSU oral 
health curriculum: 

Very 
Important 

(A) 

Quite 
Important 

(B) 

 
Somewhat 
Important 

(C) 

Not 
particularly 
Important 

(D) 

Totally 
Unimportant 

(E) 

16. Present a treatment plan and alternative plans to 
a patient       

17. Manage medical emergencies that occur in 
dental practice      

18. Administer pharmacologic agents for relief pain 
during dental procedures      

19. Develop strategies to manage periodontal 
diseases in individual patients      

20. Implement strategies to control and prevent 
dental caries in individual patients      

21. Implement strategies to manage periodontal 
diseases in individual patients      

22. Provide non-surgical treatment for patients with 
periodontal diseases ranging from gingivitis to 
moderate periodontitis 

     

23. Use protocols for the referral and management of 
patients with acute and aggressive periodontal 
diseases 

     

24. Have an understanding of preventative agents 
used to manage oral conditions      

25. Have an understanding of dental materials and 
use in control and prevention of dental caries      

26. Use protocols for the referral and management of 
patients with acute pulpal conditions      

27. Differentiate normal from altered oral soft tissues 
and determine the need for additional diagnostic 
information  

     

28. Identify space problems and simple 
malocclusions      

29. Use protocols for the referral of patients with 
space problems and malocclusions      

30. Evaluate effectiveness of preventive, 
maintenance, and reparative therapies through 
assessment of treatment outcomes   

     

31. Use standard precautions       

32. Comply with regulations regarding infection 
control      
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For each item, select the answer that 
corresponds to the word or phrase that 
describes the importance you place on this 
item in terms of inclusion in the CSU oral 
health curriculum: 

Very 
Important 

(A) 

Quite 
Important 

(B) 

 
Somewhat 
Important 

(C) 

Not 
particularly 
Important 

(D) 

Totally 
Unimportant 

(E) 

33. Comply with local regulations regarding 
occupational health and safety      

34. Comply with local regulations regarding medical 
waste disposal      

35. Evaluate different models of oral health care 
management and delivery      

36. Utilise basic principles of practice management      

37. Have the skills to function as the leader of an oral 
health team      

38. The taking of study model impressions and 
their pouring up at the written request of a dentist      

39. Identify the common signs, symptoms and 
aetologies of anxiety in dental patients and 
implement appropriate management of these 
patients 

     

40. Prepared/willing to participate in community 
service activities.  

 
 
 

   

41. Prepared/willing to be leaders in the 
community and profession.     

 
 
 

 
 
We would appreciate your comments particularly in relation to areas of deficiency (need) in current 
oral health curriculum content whose absence would disadvantage new graduates in rural and 
regional areas: 
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We would appreciate any other suggestions that you may wish to make to assist the CSU Oral Health 
Curriculum Development Team: 

 
 
 
 

Please return surveys to: 
 

Judy Stone 
School of Dentistry and Health Sciences 

Charles Sturt University 
PO Box 883 

ORANGE  NSW 2800 
 

Facsimile: 02 6362 6411 
Email: jstone@csu.edu.au 

 

mailto:jstone@csu.edu.au

