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Soil scientist recognised for communicating research outcomes 

A New South Wales research scientist who continues to play a leading role in grains industry 
advances has been officially recognised for his efforts and achievements in communicating 
the outcomes of research. 

Mark Conyers, a soil science authority with the NSW Department of Primary Industries, has 
been named the recipient of the 2014 Grains Research and Development Corporation 
(GRDC) Southern Region Seed of Light award. 

The Seed of Light award was presented to Dr Conyers at the GRDC grains research Update 
in Temora this week. 

In presenting the award, GRDC Southern Regional Panel deputy chair Chris Blanchard 
described Dr Conyers – NSW DPI Principal Research Scientist (Soil and Organics 
Research) based at Wagga Wagga – as a truly worthy Seed of Light recipient. 

“This award acknowledges outstanding effort in communicating research outcomes, and 
Mark is a stand-out in that regard,” Dr Blanchard said. 

“While he is an excellent researcher who is regarded highly by his peers and the scientific 
community, it is his unique ability to take a technical subject and speak about it in an 
entertaining, engaging an easy-to-understand way that really sets him apart. 

“Mark goes above and beyond the call of duty when it comes to communicating with 
growers, advisers and the broader grains industry. He is often controversial and not afraid to 
challenge traditional thinking, and that is what we as an industry need if we are to progress 
and prosper.” 

During a distinguished career spanning four decades, Dr Conyers has had a profound 
impact on research into soil-based constraints to cropping productivity and keeping growers 
and industry informed about the latest findings and developments. 

He first joined what was NSW Agriculture in 1985 and since then has undertaken extensive 
research and extension activities, particularly in the mixed farming zone of southern NSW. 
His research interests include acidic soils, limestone and liming, nitrogen fertility, soil carbon, 
soil phosphorous and salinity of soil and water. 

Dr Conyers has worked on and led numerous GRDC-funded research projects and is 
currently involved in several major initiatives including: 

 A five-year project he is leading on the strategic use of tillage within conservation 
farming, involving Charles Sturt University, CSIRO Plant Industry and Farmlink 

 The five-year national More Profit from Crop Nutrition (MCPN) soil fertility and plant 
nutrition program for which he is engaged in a co-ordination role 

 Phase two of the Making Better Fertiliser Decisions for Crops program for which he is 
supervisor 

 The regional soil testing guidelines for the southern region project which is led by Dr 
Conyers and involves research teams in NSW, Victoria and South Australia 

 A project – for which Dr Conyers is the NSW lead – looking at improving nitrous 
oxide abatement in higher rainfall cropping systems and regional nitrogen response 
curves. 
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In previous years, Dr Conyers has worked on projects relating to long term management of 
wheat rotations to maintain soil fertility and crop production; the long term benefits of lime 
application to crop yield on acidic soils; the consequence of soil breakdown caused by 
acidification on the long-term profitability of cropping soils; reliming and overliming; 
managing acid soils through efficient rotations; getting value from sodic soil ameliorants; 
determining the benefits of fluid fertilisers; and the contribution of subsoil constraints to 
canola yield decline. 

Dr Blanchard said Dr Conyers continued to collaborate with many other research 
organisations and farming systems groups throughout the nation’s cropping regions. 

“He has also been a regular presenter at national and international grains industry and 
scientific forums and events, including GRDC grains research Updates where his insights 
into overcoming cropping constraints by addressing soil-based issues have been of 
enormous value to the farming community,” Dr Blanchard said. 

Dr Conyers is a widely-published author of numerous papers and presentations and has 
supervised many post-graduate students, some of whom are now in research and extension 
roles within the grains industry. 
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Caption: GRDC Southern Regional Panel deputy chair Chris Blanchard (right) presents the 
Seed of Light award to NSW DPI soil scientist Mark Conyers at the GRDC grains research 
Update in Temora. Photo Deanna Lush. 
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