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Factsheet - Safe use and storage of LPG (barbecue) gas cylinders 

 
 
Across the University there are many portable and fixed gas barbecues (BBQs) in use. This fact sheet aims 
to provide general safety information associated with portable LPG gas cylinders used for BBQs (or patio 
heaters). These cylinders are typically 4kg or 9kg capacity. 
  
Using gas cylinders 
 Check to make sure valves are tightly turned off when not in use 
 Never use LPG indoors or in a confined space. 
 Do not connect or disconnect cylinders in the vicinity of a naked flame.  
 Do not use excessive force to open or close the main cylinder valve. If in doubt, consult the 

supplier. 
 Shut off the cylinder valve before disconnecting the bottle from the BBQ or heater. 
 Always keep cylinders cool and away from flames, sparks or heat. 

 
Transporting gas cylinders 
 Secure cylinders upright for travel in the rear of an open utility or tray top vehicle 
 Keep cylinders away from heat and out of direct sun 
 Always transport and store cylinders in an upright position 

 
Safe storage of your LPG gas bottle 
 Store gas bottles outdoors in a well ventilated space away from any ignition source.   
 If you store your BBQ (or patio heater) indoors when not in use, you should always detach the gas 

bottle first and store it separately outdoors. 
 Cylinders should be stored outside in a well ventilated area 
 Do not store other flammable liquids or aerosols near LPG cylinders. 
 Ensure valves are turned off firmly when not in use. 

 
Leaking cylinder? 
 Keep flames and sparks away (this should be done at all times) 
 Evacuate those in the immediate vicinity 
 Check valve is turned off. Hose with water 
 If leaking does not stop within a minute, isolate to a well ventilated location 
 Continue hosing with water 
 In an emergency dial 000 and ask for Fire Brigade then contact Campus Security (400) 

 
Do you have a BBQ LPG gas cylinder stored within your building? 

If yes, please submit a BEIMS maintenance request through your areas nominated BEIMS user 
http://www.csu.edu.au/division/facilitiesm/maintenance to have the cylinder safety removed. 
 

Further information 
Ken Simpson, Manager WHS (Facilities), Division of Facilities Management  
Tel: 02-693 34321      Email: ksimpson@csu.edu.au  
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