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CAPITAl WORkS IMPROveMeNTS 2012-13

The Division of Facilities Management (DFM) published its first bi-annual 
summary of Capital Works in 2012. Since this date DFM has continued to 
deliver strategic and priority projects for Charles Sturt University students 
and staff across a range of locations. These achievements would not 
be possible without the ongoing support of our DFM staff and university 
colleagues who have participated in the myriad of planning, design, 
construction and post construction meetings, workshops and presentations. 

Whilst we can all identify with the final physical product, few know the actual 
complexity that goes into all projects and the resources and efforts required 
to deliver the end product. This work cannot be done by DFM alone and 
we owe significant thanks to our extensive range of consultants in all fields 
including architecture, services engineering, planning, procurement and 
project management. Without these combined efforts these wonderful 
achievements would not be possible.

We trust you enjoy this publication and summary of Capital Works 
Improvements, which have been delivered during 2012/13. Further detailed 
information for each of these projects is available on request.

Stephen Butt 
Executive Director, Division of Facilities Management  
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City Campus disposal 
Scope

Relocation of Charles Sturt University’s (CSU) services from the Albury city 
campus to Thurgoona started in 2010. CSU’s ambition for the former site was 
to provide a lasting legacy, which honoured the University’s history and provided 
opportunities for development in Albury’s vibrant inner-city precinct. The disposal 
process took about two years and was a complex undertaking that involved 
considerations and planning from numerous University stakeholders. CSU 
finalised vacation of the site in early 2013. Throughout the next few years  
the former campus site will be transformed into an exciting and vibrant  
master-planned residential project.

Building area – 3.3 hectares 

Year completed – 2013  

Consultants – CB Richard Ellis Pty Ltd

Stanley & Martin Real Estate

Esler & Associates  
(surveyors, civil engineers, planners, development) 

AECOM Urban Design + Planning  

Albury-Wodonga Campus
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Community Engagement and Wellness Centre (CEW)
Scope

Albury-Wodonga’s Community Engagement and Wellness Centre (CEW) 
aims to strengthen regional education and research in priority areas of 
allied health practice and provide direct training opportunities for regional 
health students. The CEW is a modern, purpose-built facility complete with 
consultation, treatment and surgery suites and inter-professional training 
facilities that enable allied health students to apply their newly developed 
course skills in an authentic clinical environment. 

Gross floor area – 981sqm 

Total cost – $4.9m  

Year of completion – 2012 

Architects – NBRS + Partners

Builder – Hansen Yuncken Pty Ltd

Architectural features 

This on campus clinic provides students studying the various School of 
Community Health courses an opportunity to apply newly developed 
coursework skills in an authentic clinical work environment dealing with real 
people. The building has good street exposure onto Ellis street and features 
a ramp driveway that leads to an undercover drop-off zone at the main 
entry.  The building plan organises the space to maximise form and function 
needed in a community health centre. There is an administration area and 
staff zone featuring reception, offices, records and staff amenities. The 
clinical wing has 10 treatment rooms, four consultation rooms and a surgical 
procedure room. There is also a central community zone made up of a 
waiting room, multi-purpose and gymnasium space plus interview rooms 
and equipment stores. 

Sustainability features 

The CEW building has a rainwater storage tank with all water harvested 
used within the building and for irrigation of landscaped surrounds. A solar/
gas hot water system is also a feature. 
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Learning Commons refurbishment 
Scope

Major renovation works were carried out on the Bathurst Learning 
Commons to improve the 24-hours learning space for students. 

The social learning area now features multiple group study spaces, from 
enclosed study rooms for group consultation to open reconfigurable spaces 
to cater for groups of different sizes. Dedicated parent spaces for students 
with children were also included. There are new facilities for Student 
Services, Student Central and the cashier and the inclusion of custom, 
student-focused, way finding design. 

In addition the upgrade improved staff amenities and created new teaching 
spaces and computer laboratories – which double as general Learning 
Commons spaces and computers when not being used for academic 
purposes. A cafeteria/express coffee bar was also added at the  
Learning Commons entrance. 

Nexus to University Strategy

Ensure infrastructure is optimised for student engagement, responsive to 
changing needs and aligned with or extends our capacity to achieve our 
strategic goals.

Gross floor area – 2742 sqm 

Total cost – $3.5m (Funding support from the Federal Government’s 
Education Better Universities Renewal Funding) 

Year of completion – 2012/13

Architects – Gardner Wetherill

Builder – Joss Construction 

Bathurst Campus 
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Student residences – John Oxley Village and Towers
Scope

A significant investment in existing student residences at Charles Sturt 
University in Bathurst was carried out in 2013. The major renovations totaled 
$5million and included refurbishment of more than 500 student rooms in the 
Towers and John Oxley Village (JOV) residences. Works included: 

• Repainting of interiors and exteriors to add extra vibrancy  
to the student precincts

• New bathrooms, complete with new fittings, in all blocks at JOV
• New carpet laid in all bedrooms, hallways and common rooms  

at Towers
• Soundproofing installed at Towers for extra student comfort 
• Complete refurbishment of all bedrooms and Residential Advisor flats at 

JOV – including all new furniture, built-in wardrobes, lighting and doors
• Towers common room kitchens upgraded with new appliances and 

cupboards; new outdoor barbecue area
• Upgrade to interior and exterior lighting at Towers, plus security lighting 

improved at both residences 
• Swipe card access installed at both residences
• Complete upgrade of all stairways, including handrails, at Towers
• Landscaping upgrades 

Gross floor area – 5815 sqm (JOV) and 5400 sqm (Towers)

Total cost – $5m 

Year of completion – 2013

Architect – Charles Sturt University

Builder – Davcon Construction Pty Ltd

Bathurst Campus | Towers

Bathurst Campus | Towers

Bathurst Campus | John Oxley Village
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Dubbo Campus 

Ceremonial entry wall
Scope

A new entrance to the Central West Charles Sturt University (CSU) campus 
was constructed in 2013. The 10-metre wide ceremonial entrance wall, 
off Tony McGrane Place, is a prominent and welcoming feature to the 
Dubbo Campus. The wall is complemented with a planter box, lighting and 
flagpoles and matches the entrance walls at both Albury-Wodonga and 
Wagga Wagga campuses. Landscaping and irrigation to the planter box 
was also part of the project. The signage is part of CSU’s broader  
wayfinding strategy to assist staff, students and CSU visitors. 

Gross floor area – N/A

Total cost – $250,000 

Year of completion – 2013

Builder – DSL Construction 

Consultants – Barson (structural and civil) 

Central West (structural and civil) 

Mott MacDonald (Electrical)

Ceremonial wall | During construction
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Student amenities improvements 
Scope

Enhancing the student experience was the catalyst for three student recreation 
and engagement projects on Dubbo Campus in 2013. Shade sails installed in 
the sports precinct provide a location for student socialisation and involvement in 
recreational activities. The completion of a sports equipment storage shed and 
handrail covers also help build on the social aspect of campus living. 

The three projects were funded through the Student Services and Amenities Fee 
(SSAF). The SSAF contributes to the maintenance and ongoing development of 
essential services and amenities for students, without the need to reduce funding 
for teaching and research. 

To find out more about DFM completed SSAF projects visit:  
www.csu.edu.au/division/facilitiesm/about/marketing-and-communications

Gross floor area – N/A

Total cost – $28,000 (total for three projects – funded through SSAF) 

Year of completion – 2013

Architect – Charles Sturt University

Builder/Consultants – DSL Construction & Renovation

Sports precinct | Before

Sports precinct | After

Sports precinct | Storage shed

http://www.csu.edu.au/division/facilitiesm/about/marketing-and-communications
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Student amenities improvements 
Scope

Students at Charles Sturt University in Orange received new sports playing 
courts and a learning and socialising hub in 2013 – making it easier for 
students to find the right balance between learning and leisure. 

The campus netball court was extended to meet Australian netball 
competition standards – meaning CSU Netball Club can now host 
competition matches. Both the netball and basketball courts received 
resurfacing upgrades, new hoops and backboards were installed and 
associated line markings completed. 

The student hub is a practical space for students to enjoy outdoor learning. 
The once underutilised space received landscaping to improve its overall 
look, and remedial work on an existing concrete wall bordering the area was 
also carried out. Benches, tables, power points and student display boards 
were installed to maximise the practicality of the space. 

To find out more about DFM completed SSAF projects visit:  
www.csu.edu.au/division/facilitiesm/about/ 
marketing-and-communications

Gross floor area – N/A

Total cost – $140,000 (total for both projects – funded through SSAF) 

Year of completion – 2013

Architect – Charles Sturt University (student hub)

Builder/Consultants – L-Don Sporting Areas Pty Ltd  
(netball and basketball courts)

DSL Construction & Renovation  
(student hub)

Orange Campus

 

 

http://www.csu.edu.au/division/facilitiesm/about/marketing-and-communications
http://www.csu.edu.au/division/facilitiesm/about/marketing-and-communications
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 Grant Street  
Scope

In March 2012 Charles Sturt University (CSU) at Port Macquarie welcomed 
its first intake of students at its interim campus at 27 Grant Street. The 
campus was officially opened on May 1, 2012. 

The campus offers a suite of Bachelor courses and on campus student 
services including Student Central, academic study skills support, and 
student Learning Commons equipped with a large networked computer lab. 

The Grant Street site is in close proximity to Port Macquarie’s central 
shopping precinct and it is in easy reach of Town Beach. The town library 
housing the CSU collection for students is located opposite the campus. 

CSU has purchased land at Lake Innes, about five kilometres from central 
Port Macquarie, where a fully-serviced campus is being built. The campus is 
due for completion in late September 2015.   

The Grant Street fit out was completed in four months. A key internal design 
of the campus was flexibility of rooms, due to space restrictions at the site. 
A seminar space doubles as lecture rooms for up to 55 students and the 
computer lab was incorporated into the Learning Commons for broader  
use of technology.

Architectural Features 

The Grant Street campus is a modern, inviting space for students, lecturers 
and visitors to enjoy. The space features two foyers and a reception area, 
and three seminar rooms/learning spaces - two that can be combined 
into one larger room. All spaces are equipped with video conferencing 
equipment. There are additional spaces for interview/academic rooms and  
a Director’s office. Two clinical practice rooms with state-of-the-art 
equipment also feature at the campus. 

The Learning Commons is a versatile space that combines Student Central 
services, a computer lab, student study spaces, kitchenette, Indigenous 
Student Services and Academic Support Coordinator office. 

Gross floor area – 640sqm

Total cost – $700,000 

Year of completion – 2012

Architect – McNeil Architects 

Builder – Garry Bannister Construction 

Port Macquarie Campus
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Port Macquarie Campus

Clarence Street   
Scope

In 2013 staff at Charles Sturt University in Port Macquarie relocated from  
the University’s Grant Street campus to CBD offices in Clarence Street,  
Port Macquarie. This move was necessary as the course profile in  
Port Macquarie was expanding and extra space was required for the 
associated students and staff. It was agreed Grant Street would have 
teaching and learning priorities, therefore the search was on for a suitable 
space for staff accommodation. In February 2013 staff moved into the new 
leased office space in Clarence Street. 

The site consists of open plan, single and twin office spaces, 
accommodating 18 permanent staff, two meeting rooms a kitchenette  
and store room. 

Gross floor area – 286sqm

Total cost – $ 358,000 

Year of completion – 2013

Architect – McNeil Architects 

Builder – BDM Constructions
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Wagga Wagga Campus

National Wine and Grape Industry Centre  
and Cellar Door   
Scope

Charles Sturt University identified the need to expand the National Wine 
and Grape Industry Centre (NWGIC) for the continuation of high value 
research, education and training into wine sciences. The major changes and 
renovations were carried out at the industry-leading centre, located on the 
Wagga Wagga Campus, in 2012/13. 

Prior to works starting the NWGIC was located within the Ron Potter 
Centre and consisted of two levels of laboratories (teaching and office 
accommodation) and a cellar door on the ground floor.

The new expansion project included the construction of an adjoining  
three-storey building with new laboratory space and cellar door. Existing 
labs were refurbished and minor service upgrades were carried out on level 
three. Major stormwater works were also part of the project and included 
the extension of an existing stormwater system into a new dam and 
irrigation system for the vineyard. 

The new building also allows for the expansion of research and 
administration services on level two.  

Excellent facilities and equipment, combined with world-class researchers, 
helps the NWGIC generate outstanding research and development in the 
Australian wine industry.

Gross floor area – 1435sqm (new build only)

Total cost – $9.5m 

Year of completion – 2012

Architect – Designinc

Builder – Cockram Constructions 



capital works improvements 2012-13

Wagga Wagga Campus

National Life Science Hub (NaLSH)
Scope

NaLSH is a strategic initiative to strengthen and grow domestic education 
and research excellence to achieve significant outcomes in national priority 
areas of life sciences: plant and animal sciences, food production and 
security, animal health, and water and environment sciences. NaLSH’s rural 
location, at Charles Sturt University in Wagga Wagga, lends itself perfectly 
as a provider of life sciences research and assistance for inland Australia. 

This project was supported by Charles Sturt University and the Australian 
Federal Government’s Education Investment Fund. 

Project components include: 

For teaching and learning:

• four teaching laboratories to cater for 60 students at a time
• physical contamination compliant preparation/support facilities 
• audio visual/information communication technology (ICT) capacity 

supporting e-learning and remote delivery of classes to and from 
partnered labs in Australia and internationally.

For collaboration and research:

• glasshouse complex and controlled environment facilities 
• quarantine approved research and glasshouse area
• some 48 physical contamination compliant modules to support  

studies in molecular biology, proteomics, biomarker analysis, high 
through-put nanobody generation, protein crystallography, recombinant 
vaccines and genetic anaylsis of plant pathogen virulence and parasite 
drug resistance.
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For all: 

• laboratory support facilities – featuring office accommodation, PhD 
write-up areas, key support areas, plant rooms and bike storage

• sculptures gifted to the University’s Art Collection by Erwin Fabian, 
through the Commonwealth Cultural Gift Scheme. 

Sustainability features 

NaLSH is registered with the Green Building Council of Australia’s 
sustainability building rating system, known as Green Star, and is badged 
with a Five Star Green Star rating. The building has been designed to 
operate using 35 per cent less energy than a conventional building of a 
similar type. This has been achieved using a combination of features relating 
to building fabric, air-conditioning systems, lighting and hot water systems. 

Additionally, the bricks used in the construction have been salvaged from 
demolished buildings. Other measures taken to minimise environmental 
impact include, sustainably-sourced timbers, PVC minimisation, volatile 
organic compound minimisation and use of polished concrete floors to 
avoid using floor covering materials. 

Gross floor area – 4000sqm

Total cost – $45m  

Year of completion – 2012

Architect – BVN Architecture 

Builder – Joss Constructions 
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Wagga Wagga Campus

Learning Commons and  
Model Digital Learning Modules (MDLM)
Scope

The Wagga Wagga Learning Commons project involved part refurbishment 
of the existing Library building into a contemporary, interactive, flexible 
and collaborative learning space. Incorporated across the five storeys are 
library facilities, study spaces, computer labs, formal and casual learning 
spaces, social spaces, researchers’ rooms, parents’ rooms for students 
with children, a café and kitchenette facilities, a mix of group study and 
multimedia spaces, and 24-hour access to computing facilities and  
online resources.

The MDLM, situated on level two in the Learning Commons, accommodates 
up to 70 students in two flexible learning modules, which connect students 
interactively for the use of lectures, tutorials and observation of real-time 
occupations – particularly teaching in remote locations. 

Each module features screens, cameras, audio equipment, wireless data 
connections, laptop computers, interactive white boards and high definition 
video conferencing facilities. In addition, furniture can be moved for flexibility 
of room use and secure storage is available. 

Both projects were supported by Charles Sturt University and the Federal 
Government’s Teaching and Learning Capital Fund.    

Gross floor area – 2571sqm (Learning Commons), 240sqm (MDLM) 

Total cost – $7.5m  

Year of completion – 2012

Architect – Gardner Wetherill Associates

Builder – Joss Constructions 
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Animal house research facility 
Scope

At the start of 2013 the Division of Facilities Management handed over 
a state-of-the-art animal house to the School of Animal and Veterinary 
Sciences at Charles Sturt University in Wagga Wagga. 

The School of Animal and Veterinary Sciences prides themselves on diverse 
and cutting-edge research efforts in a range of different disciplines from 
genetics, infectious diseases, animal health, animal welfare, nutrition and 
clinical science. 

The scope and design of this facility works towards achieving the School’s 
unique sense of diversity and innovation in animal research. Breeding and 
research for pigs, sheep and dogs will be conducted at the facility. The 
building design allows for flexibility in research from genetics, sampling, 
testing substances, behaviour and disease states. 

The facility features climate-controlled animal rooms, procedure room with 
specialised equipment for minor procedures, a secure outdoor dog run with 
shade sails, staff and student change rooms and office space.  

The animal house is located adjacent to the Veterinary Clinical Centre 
for ease of animal care and transportation and saves on duplication of 
equipment. 

Gross floor area – 380sqm  

Total cost – $1.7m 

Year of completion – 2013

Architect – Clarke Keller 

Builder – Joss Constructions 
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Graham Centre for Agriculture Innovation 
Scope

This project included the refurbishment of the first floor of an existing 
building within the grounds of the NSW Department of Primary Industries 
(DPI) on the Wagga Wagga Campus. The refurbishments provided the 
Graham Centre with a new research hub to accommodate up to eight staff, 
seven visiting researchers and 10 postgraduate students, and the addition 
of a new seminar room. 

Works to improve the building included the installation of a new ceiling, 
new carpet, a complete repaint, new staff amenities and all infrastructure 
services, electrical, data, mechanical, hydraulics, AV and security were 
upgraded. 

The Graham Centre is named after Edgar ‘Eddie’ Hugh Graham, the  
longest serving NSW Minister for Agriculture and local MP. The new 
research hub was officially opened on May 22, 2013 by Eddie Graham’s 
grandson, Mr Robert White. 

Established in 2005, the Centre integrates research at Charles Sturt 
University and NSW DPI in five key areas: conservation cropping; ruminant 
feed base; bio-protection and integrated pest management of crops and 
pastures; animal health and welfare; and integrated cropping systems.   

Gross floor area – 431sqm

Total cost – $750,000 

Year of completion – 2013

Architect – Zauner Construction Pty Ltd

Builder – Zauner Construction Pty Ltd

Sustainability features 

New mechanical systems have been designed to meet CSU’s operations 
energy strategy. 

Nexus to University Strategy 2011 – 2015 

The new research hub housed at the Graham Centre at CSU in Wagga 
Wagga supports the University strategy by; providing an enriching and 
supportive staff and student experience for its diverse range of research. 

The refurbishments provide the Graham Centre with a facility to continue 
high quality research, education, training and learning experiences.

Wagga Wagga Campus



ceremonial entry wall 
Scope

Charles Sturt University in Wagga Wagga was given a new entryway in 
2013. The change was necessary after a roundabout at the intersection 
of Farrar Road and Boorooma Street (roads leading into the campus) was 
constructed by Wagga Wagga City Council. The new entry wall is 16 metres  
wide and one metre high, featuring side planter boxes, lighting, signage, 
flagpoles and landscaping. Similar walls have also been constructed at 
Albury-Wodonga and Dubbo campuses. The sign is part of CSU’s broader 
wayfinding strategy and clearly identifies the entrance to the CSU Wagga 
Wagga Campus for staff, students and visitors. 

Gross floor area – N/A

Total cost – $199,000 

Year of completion – 2013

Builder – Wagga Building Company  

Architect – Charles Sturt University

Consultants – Mott MacDonald (civil and electrical) 
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Ceremonial wall | Before

Ceremonial wall | After

Ceremonial wall | After
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