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Rural people in developing countries are highly dependent on their natural resources to provide food, 

shelter, income and cultural needs. However population pressures and inequitable distribution of 

wealth create competition for resources, land and water degradation and loss of biodiversity. Causes of 

poverty and erosion of natural capital in developing countries can be geographical remoteness; war and 

resettlement; rapid urbanisation; unsustainable timber logging, cropping or fishing; climate change 

causing drought, landslides or flooding; foreign ownership and investment in resources; trade policies; 

poor governance and lack of education opportunities. The complexity of these issues requires 

interdisciplinary research to determine social, economic, environmental, agricultural and cultural factors 

at play, and to develop solutions.  

The aim of the SRA, which formally started in 2011, is to conduct collaborative, applied research with 

key partners to influence rural development and environmental policy and programs in developing 

countries.  

The SRA received several grants in 2011 and 2012. Dr Joanne Millar received $66,180 from the 

Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research for a “Socio-economic study of fish harvesting 

by villagers around Pak Pun reservoir in Laos” in collaboration with the New South Wales Department of 

Industry and Innovation and National University of Lao. Dr Millar also received $64,000 from ACIAR and 

the University of Sydney to conduct socio economic research on “Diversification of smallholder coastal 

aquaculture in Indonesia”. In addition, Professor Manohar Pawar and Taewook Huh received a research 

grant $5000 from UN Research Institute for Social Development to research and write a chapter on 

Korean Responses to Environmental Challenges: Origins, drivers and the impact of green growth on 

development, which will be included in an edited book published by Palgrave Macmillan.  

The SRA produced 25 publications during 2011 and 2012. 

Members 

The SRA is led by Dr Joanne Millar and Dr Rik Thwaites from CSUs Faculty of Science. Other ILWS 

members include A/Prof PK Basu and Professor Kishor Sharma from the Faculty of Business, Dr Rosy 

Black from the Faculty of Science; and Professor Manohar Pawar from the Faculty of Arts. Other CSU 

staff include Dr Calvin Wang and Dr Richard Culas from the Faculty of Business, and Dr Peter Wynn from 

the Faculty of Science.ILWS adjuncts involved include Dr Robert Fisher, University of Sydney; Dr Ganga 

Dahal, Resource Rights Institute, Bangkok; Dr Digby Race, CSIRO Alice Springs; Dr Lee Baumgartner, NSW 

Department of Industries and Innovation, Narrandera; Mr Horrie Poussard, International Landcare, 

Melbourne and Mr Patten Bridge, BridgeLogic Pty Ltd. 



PhD Students 

There are 21 PhD students associated with the SRA from Nepal, Indonesia, Ghana, China, Bhutan, 

Pakistan, India, and Zimbabwe. These students and their topics are: 

Binod Devkota: Socio-economic outcomes from community forestry in Nepal. (Graduated December 

2012) 

Lukas Wibowo: Optimising the policy and institutional settings for community-based forestry in 

Indonesia. (Graduated December 2012) 

Michelle Smith: Linking food security and conservation. Capacity and sustainability of enclave villages 

within Nakai Nam Theun National Protected Area in Laos. (Masters submission March 2013) 

Yustina Murdiningrum: The capacity of non-government organisations to be catalysts for community 

forestry in Indonesia.  

Tri Wahyudiyati: Forest Community Development: Enhancing corporate social responsibility in 

Indonesia's forestry sector. (Submission July 2013) 

Kuenga Namgay:  Transhumant agropastoralists in Bhutan. Do they have a place in the 21st century?  

Wes Ward: Communication in agricultural development in South East Asia: pathways, problems and 

possibilities.  

Oyn Davaakhuu: Trade and Foreign Investment in the post-WTO Mongolia.   

Mei Mei Meilani: Community Eco-tourism in Indonesia.  

Yei Linru: Climate change and migration.  

Mohan Poudel: Integrating Climate Change into Community Forestry: assessing and modelling potential 

livelihood implications of REDD+ in Nepal.  

Popular Gentle: Equipping poor people for climate change: Can community forestry be a pro-poor 

adaptation strategy for rural communities in Nepal?  

Patrick Cobbinah:  Eco-tourism and poverty reduction in Ghana. 

Sosheel Godfrey: Traditional milk marketing domestic supply chains and dairy policy environment in 

Pakistan. 

Sahibzada Shaffiulah Khan: The development of a simulation model to analyse the productivity and 

financial viability of dairy farms.  

Naveed Aslam: Development of quality control protocols for implementation of smallholder dairy 

farmers.  



Muhammad Shoaib Tufail: Development of Village-based forage seed production system for the 

sustainability of smallholder farmers of Pakistan.  

David McGill: Breeding dairy animals in Pakistan: Modifying selection and analysis for a more profitable 

future.  

Vijay Kuttapan: Rural to urban migration of tank irrigation communities in South India. 

Karma Tenzing: Common Property Resource Management in Bhutan: improving livelihoods and 

governance of rangelands. 

Chaka Chirozva: Power relations in multi-stakeholder engagement for governance of transfrontier 

conservation areas: the case study of Greater Limpopo Park, Zimbabwe. 

Activities 

In August 2011, a two day workshop was held to share information and ideas from current research and 

identify new integrated research areas to provide direction for the new SRA. A total of 31 participants 

attended including 14 postgraduate students researching topics relevant to the SRA and 14 academic 

staff from Bathurst, Wagga and Albury campuses. Three adjuncts attended. Two areas needing research 

were identified and have formed the basis of key projects in 2012 and 2013, each with research team 

members.  

The first project led by Dr Rik Thwaites is examining the Implications of global environmental policies 

on land use and livelihoods in developing countries. A research assistant (Mohan Poudel) was 

employed to do a literature review on the debates surrounding the global policy program to Reduce 

Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD+). A second literature review explored how 

concepts of social justice (equity, fairness, rights) relate to the REDD+ mechanism by considering key 

concerns and experiences of local communities engaged with REDD+. Postgraduate students involved in 

this project include Mohan Poudel and Eak Rana from Nepal, and Patrick Cobbinah from Ghana (see 

project summaries for their PhD topics related to the SRA). Meetings have been held with ACIUAR and 

ANU to discuss partnerships. 

The second project led by Dr Joanne Millar and A/Prof PK Basu is researching The role of rural 

entrepreneurship in developing countries: can it lead to sustainable development? The study explores 

1) the nature of rural entrepreneurship in developing countries, 2) to what extent rural 

entrepreneurship contributes to long term economic and social development beyond the individual, 3) 

to what extent rural entrepreneurship can contribute to local or regional environmental sustainability, 

and 4) how communities and governments can facilitate sustainable development using entrepreneurial 

strategies. Two research assistants were employed in 2012 to write literature reviews on rural 

entrepreneurship in Asian and non-Asian developing countries. A PhD candidate was selected but 

unsuccessful in obtaining a CSU scholarship so alternative scholarship options are being considered.  

Visitors 



In 2011 and 2012, the SRA hosted three visiting fellows- Dr Ganga Dahal, Regional Facilitator, Rights And 

Resoures Initiative, Bangkok, Thailand; Prof Udiansayah, Faculty of Forestry, University of Lambung 

Mangkurat in South Kalimantan, Indonesia, and Dr Phousavanh Phouvin, a researcher from the National 

University of Lao.  

Dr Ganga Dahal visited in September 2012 principally to meet with Dr  Digby Race, Dr Rik Thwaites & 

Mohan Poudel, as a member of Mohan's PhD supervisory team. Dr Dahal also met with members of the 

SRA and gave a presentation ‘Who controls the forests? Exploring community forestry in Asia’, exploring 

the current status and changes in forest tenure in Asia. 

Professor Udiansyah visited in October 2012 to meet with PhD student Tri Wahyudiyati who he co-

supervises with Dr PK Basu and Dr Digby Race. Tri’s research focuses on corporate social responsibility in 

Indonesia’s forestry sector. CSU has a MOU with the University of Lambung Mangkurat, the Forestry 

Research and Development Agency of the Indonesian Ministry of Forestry, and Tropenbos International. 

The Institute has had an active interest in community forestry in Indonesia over the past 10 years with a 

number of PhD students from Indonesia. 

Dr Phousavanh Phouvin visited in November 2012 to give a presentation on the ecology of migratory 

fish in the Lower Mekong Basin. Dr Phouvin, who was based at the Narrandera Fisheries Centre, NSW, 

for three months, is researching aspects of hydro plant design that cause fish injuries and mortality.  His 

work is closely linked to a collaborative project between ILWS and Narrandera Fisheries Centre.  

Current Projects 

Implications of global environmental policies on land use and livelihoods in developing countries, 

Thwaites, R.  Poudel, M., Fisher R, Sharma, K. Culas, R. (2012-)  

The role of rural entrepreneurship in developing countries: can it lead to sustainable development? 

Millar, J. Black, R., Wynn, P. Badar, S., McGill, D. & Basu, P.K. (2012-16)  

Socio-economic study of fish harvesting by villagers around Pak Pun reservoir in Laos. Part of 

Development of fish passage technology to increase fisheries production on floodplains in the lower 

Mekong and Murray-Darling River Basins. Millar, J.  ACIAR,  New South Wales Department of Industry 

and Innovation $66,180(2012-2015) 

Socio economic study of farmer adoption of tilapia fish production in Aceh, Indonesia.   Part of 

Diversification of smallholder coastal aquaculture in Indonesia), Millar. J. with University of Sydney, 

ACIAR, $64,000 (2012-2015) 

Ecosystem Service Trade-offs in Forest Commons: A Case Study from Community Forests in Central 

Himalaya, Nepal  Eak Rana (Phd candidate) (2012-2015) 

Examining livelihood implications of REDD+ through Community forestry in Nepal Mohan Poudel  (PhD 

student) (2011- 2014) 



Equipping poor people for climate change: Can community forestry be a pro-poor adaptation strategy 

for rural communities in Nepal? Popular Gentle (PhD candidate) (2011-2014) 

Reducing Poverty in Developing Countries through Ecotourism: A case study of Kakum Conservation 

Area, Ghana Patrick Brandful Cobbinah (PhD student) (2011-2014) 

Communication for agricultural development in South East Asia: pathways, problems and possibilities, 

Wes Ward (PhD candidate)  (2010 - 2015) 

 Community Development:Enhancing corporate social responsibility in Indonesia's forestry sector, Tri 

Wahyudiyati (PhD candidate)  (2010 - 2013 )  

Transhumant agropastoralists in Bhutan: Do they have a place in the 21st century? Kuenga Namgay 

(PhD Candidate) (2010 - 2014)  

The capacity of non-government organisations to be catalysts for community forestry in Indonesia 

Yustina Murdiningrum (PhD candidate), (2009 -2013) 

Completed Projects 

Linking food security and conservation in Lao PDR. Smith, M. (Masters student), Millar, J. & Davidson, 

P. (2009 – 2013) Volunteer International for Development Australia (ViDA) 

Optimising the policy and institutional settings for community-based forestry in Indonesia Lukas 

Wibowo, (PhD candidate) (2008- 2011)  

Socio-economic outcomes of community forestry for rural communities in Nepal , Binod Devkota (PhD 

candidate), (2008 – June 2011)  

Livestock movement and managing disease in Eastern Indonesia and Eastern Australia, Millar. J. 

(2007-2012). ACIAR, University of Sydney $36,812 

Informing productivity and profitability of small-holder shrimp aquaculture and related agribusiness in 

Indonesia. Collaborator with University of Sydney. Millar, J. , Callinan, R. (University of Sydney), 

Herianto,A. (Gadjah Mada University, Indonesia) and Fachry,M. (Hasanuddin University, South Sulwesi) 

(2007 to 2011) ACIAR  

Extension approaches for scaling out livestock production in Lao PDR, Millar, J. Stelling, A & 

Photakoun, V. (2007 to 2011).   ACIAR scholarship 


