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Project Progress Report 

Murrumbidgee Monitoring, Evaluation and Research Program 

Project Leader: Skye Wassens Phone: 0404 495 578 

Report period: 1 Oct – 31 December 2019 

 

Project Health Summary 
Indicator Traffic 

light 
Comment 

Overall Rating    Traffic light question: Is this Project going to achieve its objective as 
committed? 
Yes 

Time (schedule)    Traffic light question: Is this project (and its elements) forecast date of 
completion tracking to the baseline schedule? 
Yes 

Scope (change)    Traffic light question: Is this Project delivering outcomes directly 
associated with the agreed project scope? 
Yes 

Engagement   Traffic light question: What is the current status of the relationship with 
project and other stakeholders  
Good 

Safety    Traffic light question: Has there been a safety incident, or have any 
inadequacies been identified in the safety planning (note, details on any 
incidents or inadequacies must be communicated to the CEWO as soon as 
practical) 
No 

Risks    Traffic light question: Are there any risks that may impact our ability to 
achieve committed outcomes? 
No 

Issues    Traffic light question: Are there any issues that may impact our ability to 
achieve committed outcomes? 
No 

  Tasks are completed or on track and there are no issues 

  Tasks are delayed or under pressure, but not influencing the outputs of the project 

  Tasks are delayed and are influencing the projects ability to meet its commitments 
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Project Progress Summary 

Activities completed in the previous period 

Monitoring: 
Routine wetland monitoring activities targeting vegetation, water quality, fish, turtles, frogs and 
tadpoles were completed at the 12 Murrumbidgee MER wetland sites during November. Indicators were 
only monitored where there was sufficient water to do so. The logger measuring long-term dissolved 
oxygen levels in the Carrathool reach of the Murrumbidgee river was swapped over every 4-5 weeks. 
Broad scale bird survey activities were conducted (in conjunction with DPIE) across the Murrumbidgee 
Selected Area during October.  
Monitoring of water quality, nutrients and larval fish in the Carrathool reach of the Murrumbidgee River 
was conducted by DPI Fisheries from October to December (six survey periods). 
Community engagement:  
Instagram and Twitter social media accounts active. 
Newsletter Issue 1 released online. 
Presentation made at December EWAG meeting. 
Activities to be undertaken in the upcoming period 

Monitoring: 
Routine wetland monitoring activities will be conducted during January and March. The dissolved oxygen 
logger located in the Carrathool reach of the Murrumbidgee River will be retrieved and replaced at 4-5 
week intervals.  

Broad scale bird survey activities are scheduled to be conducted (in conjunction with DPIE) across the 
Murrumbidgee Selected Area during February. 

Community presentation at Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists monthly meeting – Leeton (March/April) 

 

 

Summary of Progress towards Milestones 
Milestone Due Date Complete/ 

Incomplete 
Comment 

Monitoring and research 
undertaken in accordance with 
the MER Plan 

31 Dec Complete Intensive wetland surveys for November 
completed. Post trip memo submitted 
to CEWO on return from field. 

Submit Progress Report to the 
Department 

31 Dec Complete  

Submit Quarterly Outcomes 
Newsletter to the Department 

31 Dec Complete  

Organisation and/or attendance 
at any of the following meetings 
scheduled for this quarter:  

- Selected Area Working 
Group meetings 

- Thematic Working Group 
meetings 

31 Dec Complete Presentation at EWAG December 2019 

Gayini Nimmie-Caira environmental 
watering teleconference 2/10/2019 
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CEWO MER Steering Committee 

    

Critical Risks, Opportunities & Issues 
Risk / issue Action 

Nil identified 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding Information 
Information required (item) From Whom Date 

required 
Urgency 
(High/Medium/Low) 
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Appendix 1   

Summary of monitoring activities undertaken during November 2019 as part of the 

Monitoring and evaluating ecological responses to Commonwealth environmental water 

use in the Murrumbidgee River Valley 
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Larval fish 

Riverine fish 

Tadpoles, fish and turtles   
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 Gooragool Full       Oct  

Mantangery Full       Oct  

Sunshower 1.1m deep      v Oct  

Yarradda Full       Oct  

 McKennas Dry Dry    Dry Dry Oct  
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Mercedes  Full       Oct  

Two Bridges  Low       Oct  

Piggery Lake  Dry Dry    Dry  Oct  

Waugorah Lagoon  Full       Oct  
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 Nap Nap  ½ full       Oct  

Avalon  Dam 3/4 full       Oct  

Telephone Full       Oct  

Eulimbah  Channel full       Oct  

Ri
ve

r s
ite

s 

McKennas (Carrathool zone) 
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Appendix 2   

About the Murrumbidgee Monitoring, Evaluation and Research (MER Program) 

The Monitoring, Evaluation and Research (MER) Program for the Murrumbidgee River system is 
funded by the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder (2019-2022) and is being delivered as 
a collaborative partnership led by Charles Sturt University (Institute for Land, Water and Society) 
with NSW Department of Primary Industries (Fisheries), University of NSW, NSW Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment – Conservation and Biodiversity, and Riverina Local Land 
Services.  

The Murrumbidgee MER Program is designed to provide a robust framework to evaluate the 
ecological outcomes of Commonwealth environmental water within wetland and river systems 
downstream of Narrandera, NSW. Monitoring activities target multiple taxonomic groups and 
ecological processes with a focus on indicators of high ecological and community significance, 
such as large bodied native fish, waterbirds, and endangered species.  

Monitoring activities within wetlands are focused on the responses of fish, frogs, tadpoles, 
turtles, waterbirds, vegetation, along with the changes in water quality associated with black 
water and algal bloom risks, and hydrology measured before, during and after environmental 
watering. The riverine component includes intensive monitoring of native fish breeding and fish 
community responses to environmental watering actions, along with stream metabolism (stream 
productivity) and water quality associated with black water and algal bloom risks, and hydrology. 

The Murrumbidgee MER Program is being undertaken across three key ecological regions within 
the Murrumbidgee, the lower Murrumbidgee River channel and adjacent mid-Murrumbidgee 
wetlands between Narrandera and Hay, and the Lowbidgee floodplain downstream of Maude, 
that is further divided into separate monitoring “zones” representing areas with common 
ecological and hydrological attributes.  

The framework includes 12 fixed monitoring sites across three key wetland types, oxbow lagoons 
of the mid-Murrumbidgee, lignum-black box wetlands through the Nimmie-Caira system and river 
red Gum-spike rush wetlands through the Redbank systems; and three fixed sites across the 
Carrathool zone of the Murrumbidgee River channel. Copies of the Murrumbidgee Monitoring 
and Evaluation plan are available at: 

https://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo/publications/mer-plan-murrumbidgee-2019 
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Figure 2 Distribution of riverine zones in the Murrumbidgee Selected Area. 

 

Figure 3 Distribution of wetland zones in the Murrumbidgee Selected Area and locations of 
key wetlands. 
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